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(1) Vasiliev, Histoire de L'Empire Byzantin [, 282
(2) Bury, op cit, 302, 303
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Flowever in spile of the war bhetween the Omayyads and Byrantines
they exchnoged diplomtic missions, and the Omayyads, especially, did nol
Ligsitate to make use of the Byzaniine arlists and their mezthods of work,
Therefore the Cuayvads were able- o lay the solid foundation of the Islamic
Empire and its civilisation, They acheived their role with Success because
they had officials of Mediterranean meatality. They were tike the consuls
and prefects of ihe Roman and Byzantive Empires, and showed wo interest

in seli-govermment dwring the deciine 0f ihe Omayyad dynasty.

Tle Omayvad dvinasiy was thus able o leave a hcritage, which gave
the Mualim: cultural unity, and also examples of spolitical unity. These
models are of great value fo Modern Muslim States nowadays, and way
lhielp them to tzke part in the coantribution to the world affairs to-day,

1. A, El-Adawi



Explanatory Note

the Omayyads and Byzantines

The Mediterranean an lslamic Lake

The rise of the Omayyad dynasty 1o the Caliphate after the greal
wive of Iulamic conqguests (which began during the veign of the
Orthodox Caliphs in the seveuth cenlury A, D)), vias an important factor
in huilc.li]‘}g the lslamic Empire and ils civilisation during -the Middle
Ages. 'I"he.Omayyad Caliphs cucceeded; lo give lslam and ils world a
predomenant slalus because they realised at a  very carly thne thal the
ctrategic position of the Mediterranean was the basis of any great

power, and began {o use it for the benefit of tslam.

Therciore | surveyed in this egsay the carly political aclivities of the
Omayyad clan in Arabia, and iheir commercial intercourse with Syrig,
which Lecame tthe cenlre of their power. The Owayyads were able to
stvdy the diflerent aspectﬁ of the political and economic life of Syria, and
knew the best methods of securing the loyally of its people,

The basis of the Omayyad policy concerning the Medilerranean was
laid since ‘Mo’awiya’ was nominated goverzer « wall> of Syria. He began
to Luild a 113\)_\* to put an'end {o the Byzantine raids on Muslim lands,
and to deprive thum later from their sea basis iri__thé islands of the Aegean
Sea. He conquered Cyprus, and defeated the Byzantine pavy in the battle
of’ Zat al Sawary’ ,which proved a decisive baitle:in the history of the
Medilerranean, 1t terminaled {he age in Which the Romans and Byzaniines
calied the Mediterranean ¢ Mare Nostrum’.

When Mo’awiya became caliph he pressed lomie his Mediterranean
‘policy, and continued his raids on the Byzantine islands in the Mediterrancan,
He despatched two great expeditions against Constantinople, which fo;‘med
the. resistance of the early Muslim sea-power. After the death of Mo'awiya,.
his successors had a well organised plan which they intended to follow.
They ‘expanded the lands of the Muslims all along the Mediterranean‘drove

the Byzantines from Nérth Africa and conquered the southern parts of Spaii
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