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SUMMARY

220 secondary school girls from willage and city completed the
Menstrual Symptom Questionnatre (M.S.Q.) translated inro Arabic, with
iUs two subscales, e, congestivg and spasmodic type and The Eysenck
Personzlity Quesnonnaire, Significam diffesences were found in von
gestive dysmenorrhea (villuge students were highur than city students in
thiv syirptamy, Whercas. there were no significant diflerences between
both samples in the spasmadic dysmenorrhea scale. Negative significant
vorrclutions emerged between congestive and spasmodic dysmenorrhea
among both samples, On the other hand, there were negative siguifivant
correlulions between neuraticism (N and congesdive dysmenorrthea among
village students, however, negative significant corrclations were tound
beiween (N) and spasmodic dysmenorrhea among city siudents. Principal
auaponents analycis was carried out, the extracted factars were similar
i kath sumples, be o dillage wod aty stwctents, The main finding was as
fullows: viilage sfisdents complaioed Irom the congestive dysmenorrhea
t c than <im stadems, There was a conelenos hetwoeen dysmenorrhea
with 1Us By Wepes i (8 ey, glthongh mcisnaation s a pormal
sont it broks the repclar iy ey of mase Jile mosths, accompanied by

Pl el weal changees el s an persanadiny espeenstv newroncias,
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Problems Involved 1n The Production Of Eaglish
€ ansonant Clusters By Fyplian Learncrs OF English

lairodactinen:

The problenes of teaching prosunciation, and the imporiance ol (raining
in phonetics, become especially evident if we consider teaching the pro-
nuieton Qf English consonz:it clusters 1o Egyplian learmers.

Egyptan dcarners tend 1o substitute {anuliar patierns from their ninive
language for an unfamiliar pattern in English, thus distarting the sinucture
of Lhe language

Theit smspronuenciation of English cansonant clusters resulls in phonetic
problems: numely a forelgn accent (Egyptian English), and ¢ven in
phoncimic problens, in cases where the mispronungiation of words causes
amhipuity of megning. Thus, the arca of consanant clysiers may be
regarded =s one of the most important, aswyll as the most difficult, arcas
of teaching Lnglish pronunciation.

In this paper, we will aitempt to drdw a brief comparison between
English.and Aratme cansongut-chusiers, and.gensider the implications of
such a suinparisen lor the leachjng of.English consonant clusters o tgyp-
tlan-learners, thus translatimg cortan thepreueidl and abstract issues oo
wlualo mplementanion gnd. pragtice,

Arahic and English make use of diffecent types of svllable siriciure,

Im Arabic theie are five syllablepatterns: In thisir ¥epresentation ¢ srands
for any consonant, ¥ flor any short vowel attd ¥ {or any long vouzl, The
five paticro: are as- follows: - .

IC‘T Nt L ENE VIR
2 Cve ' R TE
3 CVe

4. (v

S CVC(

On the other hand, English has a larger variety of sylluble pa.fl}:rns. The
farmula fo1 English syllable stéucture ima simpfe form is:

Il



Cn—sv i C{u
The figures here indicate possibilities, in lerms of number of elements,
for a particular place in the sylluble structure. Thus. C“ , means thut (here

can be anything from no 19 three C elements in place 1 of the syllublc,

As the formula indicates, the main ditference between Ardbic and
English lies in the sz of the consonant sequences and in the sfructural
place where they are permitted, Jf we take C {0 swnd for any consonant we
can prescnt the permmissible sequence in the two languages as follows:

Tnitial Medial Fimal

Arabic: C & C
oC cC
English: C C C
CcC cC cC
CCC CCC CCC

CCCCCcCC  CCce

Ipitial here means gt the beginning of a word, Medial means between
vowels and wilhout any open traosition, Final means at the end of a word,
For English it means before open transition, for Arabic it means anly
before pause since befare open transition Arabic cannot have more than
aNe cansanant.

A comparison between the possible sequences of consonamy in English
and Arabic yeveals the fallowing facts;

t- English has as many as four consonants in close transition and as
many as six or seven (C.F. Hocket, Manual of Phonology Baltimore.
1955, p. 63) with intervening juncuure.

2-  Arabic has no sequences of more than (wo consonants whether in close
transition or with intervening junclure.

Consonsnat Scquences In Amble:

From the table above, we see that in Arabic only single consanants occur
kitisfly e.g. / Katab / “*he wrote’*.



Medially, both sicigle o1 1wo quesnnants aecnr:

vp o bl hoaks
s maktazh oo desk”

Finally. sisple or two consonanls ocaer
cy. * balad ¢ ta connity”
J burg 7 'aower”’
Junietural Sequences:

These are usually a combinatinn ef =ingle (inal and single intial con-
sanants, Clusters &f more Lthan two consonants do not oceur in close Lran-
Qnon.

c.g. p Pana {§if 7 “ldey™ /2 wi {§ i/ 'my face’.
7 Pana § ] itwif | v/ 1 dry my face™

- When 4 comsonanc suflin is added 10 a sepment ¢cnding in 1wo can-
sonants, a shart vowel is inserted between the final compound conse-
mant and the consonant of the suffix. «.p.*' | wns-sun™ 'pa.sulfix
meaning “‘our™. | amsina, *‘our sun”’

2. When a final compound consanant chister ocenrs before an initial
cansonent across junelure without puusc an epenthclic vowel accurs
and separates the {inal compound consonam from th: inital one,
thus, not permitiing u sequenve of three consonunis Lo ocewr.

c.g./naf fift/*' dricd’",/wi | {i/**my face’ becomessna | Jiftewwi § §is
Consapsant Sequenses In English:
Lnglish has from one to threg consonants initally:
sin spot  splash

1t has from one to four consenants medially and finally:

Medial Fina)
family pin
seldam band
boulster bandy
comnsiraont [[ts TN



It bas @8 may as seven consonants with juncture e.g./ Edimpst
eri:mez/" ' glimpsed streams*'

['rom the descriprion above it i ¢lear thut the Arubic-spesking student
will have difficulties with:

I-  English initial consonants of more than two members
2= Med:al sequences of more than two consenaits in <lose transition or
with interveming junctutre.

3- Tral sequences of more than (wo consonants,

The Arabic speuking tends 10 ransfer his native sound syllable scrucrure
to English, thus using a cluster breaker or an intrusive vowe) whenever he
mcets a consanant sequence that is not permitiad in his mother tongue.

Comparison Between The Sound Seqgucnces Of English Apd Arabic

The following vompanson will be divided into four parts. In each part
the various sequences of English that can play the designated role in the
syllable will be compared with the variaus sound swyuences of 4rabw that
can play the same role. [n cascs where English sound sequences may play a
role in the syllable that Arabic scquetices may rot, (e pronuncialion crrors
that the Arabic-speaking student of English has been obscrved to make arc
discussed,

L Initial Clustess:
(A) Clusters Of Two Members:

They consist either of:
ipaconsopant + /L7, /17, /)00 Wi,
orii) /s / + a consonanl,

i) a. Consonanl + /1/

/pV play
/kl/ climb
pl/ black
/gl glow
I/ glow
/ns flaw
Asls slaw



b. Consonanl + /rf

ipr/t pProve

FIEs Lree

Ry crine

fhr/ bread

idr/ drive

fert prew

et fry

ar/ three

r]' e shred
¢. Consungat + /}/

/pj/ pure nj/ news
T, une /xjs sue
‘kj- cure vy vicw
“bj.s besuty fj/ lewd
Adjs due ‘hit hue
‘mj. music s few
d, + w

lw Lwin

R yugen

Sdw dwell

1 thwart

S BM: sweel

#) 's/ + Consonani

sp. spot
CRY; star
‘sk. school
fsm,’ smell
/sn/ spare
ssf/ sphere

Although the speaker of Arabic does no1 have initial CC in Arabic, in
practice he has very lile difficulty with kpglich €C. This may be ut-
wibuted to the fact that Egyptiun colloquial Arabic occasimiully shows in-
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ial clusters of two consgnants in toan wards, ¢, p./grinit if"Grccnwiuh",
fhrazvo:/"well done™ and/Zirunk 7 *a trank call”,

He will have waubles with the ¢lusters conlaining /ps , & /and/s?,

e.g. L “preve: he will substitute his nativesb/for the /p/ in the English
cluster/pr/.

2. ""three™: he will substitute his native/s/for the /87 in the English
clusier/@r/.

In both cases he will not break the cluster with any intervening vawel. As
for clusters containing/s/ + consanant, he will add/ i/ before the initial
duster. ‘‘sport’’, for instance, will be pronwnccd/aspg st/ Thisis a
vommon pattern in Arabic in the words/ Pislanna/ “wait’® and
"?is Pal.ﬂ‘"ask" whivh the learner transfers to English.

tmplicalions For Teaching:

Only consonant e¢lusters contuining/ss  + consonant should be
specificully drilled since all the other imitial clusters do ot constitute any
difficully. As for the.clusters containing/p/ , /(/ where substitution oe
curs, they will be drilled when the individuat consonunts/ps and /9, are
being dealt with.

M) Clusters OF Three Members:

These clusters consist of /s/ + one of the voiceless plosives + /17, /r/
/5 or w/.

#spl/ split
/sprf spread
/ste/ street
fskr/ screw
/sti/ stew
fskw/ square

Al these three-clement consonant clusters present problems to the
tearner who will break up the cluster by inserting / P/ + ashort vowel 1.e.
A/ after it at the beginning of the initial duster.

Enpllcatlons:

All initizl consonant clusters of three members should be drilled.
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- Final Clasters:
(A) Clusters Of VYwo Consonanls:

The majority of these clusters in English end in /ds | /t/, /z/ or /s/ and

ol ten result from the addition of the suflixes spelled *'d"’ or "'ed’’ and *'s"’
of *‘es” 10 wards ending in a single final consonant.

The suffix spelled d/¢d forms the regular past and past participle of
verbs, There are twd suffixes usually spelled s/es: the suffix that forms the
regular third-persan singular present tense of verb, and the suffix thatl
forms the regular plural of nouns.

Apart from the clusters that may resuli from the addition of the suffix
i/ed or sfes, there are a numbcer of clusters formed by the addition of *th’*
w words ending 1n a final consenant and still othet clusters that cannot be
grammatically analysed, These unanlysable clusters all begin with /s 2
msal consenant or /L7, The common English final) two-consonant are j1-
lustrated below:

1) Voiced Cansenant + “d¢

Clusier Example Cluster Examplc

Zbd; grabbed g | ds hanged
‘gds begged Fvdy lived
fmd/ seemed /Xds breathed
‘nd.r leaned Fads buzzed
Ads vooled

Of these clusters only the following occur in Arabic:

——— [ — ——

Cluster Example Meaning
fbd/ s &upd/ slave

Amd/ /Ramd/ thankfulness
/gd/ /magd/ glary

/nd/ t&ands at

Ad/ /gikd/ skin

1?



The following clusters do not sccur in Arabiy:

1) Voiceless Cansonart + 71/

Cluster

Example
/pt/ stapped
it/ Laughed
/s1/ kissed
V&7 dashed

Qf these consonant clusters only the following occur in Arabic.

Chuster Example Meaning
/kt/ Zhilikt/ 1 got tired
174 /| ufi/ 1 saw

/51/ /bust/ I kissed
/ot iy Lived

/pt/ does not occur in Arabic,

» Voiced Comsonant + /z/

Qluster Example Cluster Example

/brs nbs /_J] 2/ things
Adz/ secds e/ ErOoves
v/ bugs 1 X2 loathex
/mr/ arms e/ sicals
/nz/ pins




OF 1hese chusters only Lhe tollowing oceur 1 Arubic

sty [:xunple Meunmg

e ‘xabz- bakiny

il [t. et booking

hnay Jramz/ symbol

fnzz Fkinzy treasure-irove

The following do not oveur: /dz/ .!(Jz“ ; d’zf . /lzs and ¢vz/
4 Vyiceless Coasonant + /s/

Clusier Example
s leaps

-5 seals

s, backs
s bauhs

Qf 1hesc the following oceur in Arabie:

Cluster Example NMeaning

‘kss /E akss opposite
Ase + € ats/ lentil
s, nafs/ soul
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5) Consonanl + @

Cluster Exsmple Cluste Ixample
Al gighth ‘N 0 length
+d 6 width Al fitth

tm B/ warmth ‘s heatth
miys month tpdy depth

All these cluster do not exist in Arabic.

6) /s/ + Censonan?

Cluster Example

/sp/ Brasp
sk, ask

ssks occurs in Arabic e.g. smask. “helding”. rsp/ does not exist in
Arabuw.

T Nasal + Comsonanl

Cluster Example
/mp/ camp
‘mis triumph
mi/ tent

/ns’ dance
/’u k¢ think

Al these clusters occur tn Arabic except “mp/ and :s k!



Clusier Ixample AMoaning

2l fhints a prl
fng Fhans/ sweCning
‘mf ‘yaud, kind

K 1 3 Conxenant

Qluster Example Cluster Example
/b butb s seff

Ak milk 4174 pulse
Ap. help v/ delve
M belt Jlm/ realm

The Following Oceur 10 Arabic:

Qluster Examplc Meaning

‘b £ atb. turninp over
43 silk * wire

. Pult k said

T Cilm know Jedpe
Af. Pnlf a thousand
As, Ahals/ depravity

JIpd and sl do not accut in Afabic.

let general, Lgypuan ezrners dewd with two consanant final clusters
cither by introduciog a cluster breaker, or by substitution, for example,
substiluting b/ for /p/ in clusters of which ong of the elements is the
phoneme/p/, or similarly substitutingss/for/87. This is due 1o
the fact that such phonemes do no1 exist in Arabic, and so the clusiers that
n¢lude them present prablems for Egyptian leumcers.
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A specific difficulty for Egyptian lcarners is the movemenl from /40/ 10
/s/ and From /27 1o /z/ in such sequences as /8 s/ and 72/ respectively.
Here, Egyptian learners tend to substitute /s/ for /0/ and 727 tor a'/
and separate the two clements of the Cluster.by inserting a short vowel us s
duster breaker. Thus, they will mispronounce such words  as;
“months"/mA nfls/ x /mA nsizf and “‘bathes’ /hciﬂ'ra‘ 3 /beiziz

Apart Irom these clusters, the major difficulty from the Egyptian learner
is pronouncing any lwo element custer preceded by “*r'". As the learner
ends to pronounce the *‘r’" wherever its position in Arabic and he ransfers
this 10 English,jthus any figal cluster of (wo members preceded by *'r* in
English will, for him, constitute & cluster of three consonants und he will
break it by using a short, vowel e¢.g. r + md as.in '‘formed” is rendered
[(fp: rmid ], The following are amongst the most mispronounced waords:
“parked’’, “first™, “world”, “worpds™, “terms’’, Vpirls’’, “‘concerned ',
*farmed™”, Hworked'”, “hirds™, thirnst, Cbhams' Cenrves™, Clumin”T
*harts'.

D) Clusters Of Three Consonants:

All the 1hree conspnant clusters oceurring word-finally present u great
difficulty to the Jearner. He will tend tg insert a short vowel borwean the
kst two consonants: CCC will be rendered - CCVC 50 ““tests™ bocomues
JLesis-isd .

1
English final clusters of three consanants end in #dd, 1/, 7z7, 757 or
/0/. As these closters are the most difficult ones lor Arabic speaking
sudents, the class time devoted tothem is well spent All the (otlowing
. LS

should be drilled: 1
Cluster Example

Ij Clustbes Endling in 7d/ -
Anzds cleansed "
{Imd/ ; filmed
/ledd delved.
/d‘sdf' urged

3
Pk



( l-.‘ll:r

D Clusters Fading in A1/

Fxample

s Iapsed
Ahsts next
/dsts muridst
/mpt/ jumped
/mit/ iriumphed
ALY wateled
/nst/ sensed
/ nku thanked
/ﬂst/ amongzl
/s helped
1494 milked
Zsis pulscd
fsp/ grusped
Cluster Cxample
3 Clusters Ending in /2/
/ndz/ hands
fldz/ builds
fimz/ elms
fve/ shelves
cample Cluster
& Clasters Fading in /s/
fpsts seripis
kst acts
/mopss lamps
/mfls/ triumphs
! Mks/ banks:

— —— - o —— —
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e lifts

Aaps/ linpa
7s1sd fisty
f skt risks
/ipsé helps
fis/ halls
Allss itk

) Clusters OF Four Cansenanfs:

These clusters occur ouly rarely as a resull of the suf ixation o E¢C al
214 oryse morphemes. 1n the pronunaiangn of these chusters (e leamer
wnds Lo insert a shost vanel between the List Iwo consonanls. “tenpls’
will be pronounced ‘tembtis. or between the sccond nnd the thisd, “lesie™
Seksiss will be pronounced - eksits.

CUCC COOvVe
xco CUVE

Exumples of ctusters of Vour consonrans-

Retss tests
Smptss temiprs
fmpst/ glimpaed
/nt _[ul drenched

/ndjd/ changed

13- Medial Seyuences ¢withio 4 word):

Lnglish mediul sequences of three of four consunants present g difficnhy
10 the learner. He will insert a vowel between the second and the third con
L~ al  Rpl

- CCC - will be rendered - CCYC
- CCCC - will be rendcred - CCVCC -

cg “transport’ will be pronounced [ tr3g nsipy: rt ]
“landscape” will be pronounced { tundiskeip |

Medly) Cambinytluns (In connecied speech):

They are made of (il and indial clustors coming 1ogerher in counecrcd

i=

r



speech. Mcdial combinations eccur in great numbers in English and con-
situte 2 major problem for the Arab learner. These combinations can be
classifisd in difierent ways:

knglish
I-CC /t-m/ “‘get me™

2- C-CC /-8c/ ‘“gel through™'
CC-C A1s-l/ “it's low"!

3- C-CCC /hste/ *‘been strugaling™
CcC-cC /st-sk/ ‘tyast scale”’
cce-¢ Fkst-s/ **nexl Sunday”

4- CCC-CC  /iks-fr/ “milks free'
CC-CCC  ss5pl/ “tthat's splendid”

5- CCC-CCCfksispr/  **mext spring”

Of all the English patterss sbove, one pattern occurs in Arabic ‘/C-C"'.
The learnzr will have difficully with all the other patterns and will tend to
break ihe combination by inseriing a vowel, ‘thus destroying the syllable
structure of the whole phrase or sentence,

Summary:

1-  The speaker of Arahic has difficulties in pronouncing consonant se-
quences since English permits much longer sequences ol consonants
oinially, medially and finally, than Arabic.

2 The Egyptian lcarner finds no great difficulty with mosi of the imuzl
wo-element clusters.

3. The main difficulty for the Egyptian learner Jies in the area of three
consonant clusters both imjtially and finally.

4 Medial sequences of consonants within a word and combinations of
consopanis in connecled speech pose a grear difficulty to the Egyp-
izn learmer.

4. The Egyptian learner transfers his native habit of inserting a shori
vowel or a shor: vowel and a glotis] stop in dealing with consonant ,
gequences that do not enist in Arabic. As a result of this, the English
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syllable structure will be affected, which will lead to mistakes in siress
and rhythm,

lmplicationy ¥or The Teaching Material On Consooant Clusters Aad Se-
glences:

The teaching material on consenant clusters and sequences is based on
the conclusions drawn from the comparison above with the following
poikts io mind:

l- Phoneme sequences have different valugs according Lo their frequency

of pocurrence in normal discourse. Thus, clusters of low frequency of
caocurrence are nol included.

2- Clusters which mc¢lude individual phonemes thal do noi occur in
Arabic, namely those which the learner replaces by his native ones
such as /p/ and 78/ are not included. Such clusters are meant (o be
practised when dezling with the individual consonants. Attertion iy
mainly paid to the eequences which the learner breaks by an intrusive
vowel. Mistakes in the pranunciation of thuse sequences are of a more
s=rious nature: they atfect syllable strucrure in Enghsh.

3. The wards chosen for practising the dusters and sequences in the ex-
ercises provided are those'which are common and which the students
have been observed to find difficult.

4 Final ¢lusters that contain syllabic 712, /m/, or /n/ such as those in
the pronupciation of some RP speakers c.z. *‘special™ /{17, “mut-
ton' /-tn/, “rhythm®'/ -fm/ arc not included. They will be analvsed
a / B+ C/in teaching as this will make them easy for the studenls to
pronaunce.

5« Altention is paid to medial combinations of consonants within wornds
and phrases, a feature which is completely neglected in most of the
eaching materials available to the Egyptian learner.

6- [n the exercises dealing with difficult clusters it is suggested that they
should be practiscd by starting with the sharer clusters then building
up.

7- Special attention is paid o the two basic troubles for the Arab lcarner
in pronouncing eonsonant clusters finally:

20



a) Coasonanl clasters which occar in the past tense:

tn Epglish the past form;"*—d”™ represents a full syllable only after /tf
and /d-. Butin Arabic any combination of three or four consonants has 10
e broken by a *‘clusier breaker’” - a week vowel that separates the
consonants - so if two consonants end the simple form of the verb, as in
/a:sk/, the Epyptian speaker’s normal pateern is Lo add a vowel before the
next copsonant of (he past tense ending. Insiead of saying fazski/ he says
7a:skid/. Thus, the past tense of the regular verbs ending in consonani
other than /t/ or /d/, operially those which are commeon such as
“thank™, "‘waich’, ““arrange’’ are included in the drills.

b) The noun plurals and verb formus eading to-s:

Alse cause troyble when added to a basic form with two final con-
sonants. “Deasks’’ will be pronounced/deskis/. Cammon words which the
Egyplian leamer is observed to have trouble with, such as “hands',
“‘drinks’’, *'tests"* and others are included.
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LA CIUDAD ISLAMICA EN ESPANA Y
ANDALUCIA






LA CIUDAD ISLAMICA EN ESPANA Y
ANDALUCIA*

Llatroducelon

Sepln VILA YALENTI (1978, p. 147) en la época isldmica cn Espana
“awstimos a le que podemos amar Ta segunda fase urbana deniro de la
Histeria peninsutar™, siende La primera la romana. De ello sc deduce que
esta ciudad hispano-musulmana constituya uno de los legados mas impor
tantes de ks aportacion jstdmica & 12 geografia peninsular. Y en estg senndo
podiamas haber integrado &l tema en la otra conferencia que impattimos
en la Universidad de -El Cairo, litulada precisemente *‘La -influencgia
islamica en la geografia de Espana y Andalucia™. No obstante se ha
pergenado el susodicho (ema come objeta de una conferencia especifica a

causy de su amplia extensidén y maliples implicaciones

Por atra parte, el desarrollo de ¢sta conferencia comprendera tres apar-
tados: imporwancia de la ciudad isldamea gspafiola y especialmente la an-
daluza; andlisis de la estructura y significado de la Cordoba califal del siglo
X, paradigma preclaro del esplendor urband musulmin en Espana; y
rincipales aportaciones de las ciudades hispano-musulmanas al ur-

banismo espanol.

IMPORTANCIA DE LA CIUDAD HISPANOMUSLLMANA
Qladades de preva fundacion

Por TORRES BALBAS (1985, pp. 50 y s5.), estudiaso sin par de Llas
civdades bispano-musulmanas y al que seguimos csencialmenie en esic
epigrafe, sabemos Que son 22 las ciudades fundadas ex nove por los
musulmanes en la Peninsula, de Jas que inseria datos sabre su origen,
descrinadn de su solar, brevisima histonia de sus vicisitudes, rdpida noricia
de sus restos monumeniales -cuando existens, trazado de la cerea isldmica,
su extension extramuros. He agui cudles fueron estas civdades de nueva
creacion:

1 Calatayud {Qul’al-Ayyub).

2 Culatrava la Vieja (Qal'at Rabah), hoy desaparccida.

3 Qanal Amlr, al poniente de Cordoba, de Ly que poco sabe y nada
subsiste.

*  Esietexioes el erinenidode viyg conzeeeneiy rvgun tids o0 s Lnivesagd s cogueias Je
oo Ak A my Al o lebecrn du 1Ry
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4 libira, situada al pic de Sigrra Eivira, verey de Granada y de layue na
queda vestigio alguno visible,

5 Uckés (Uglis), quiza en Toledo y gue no luve mayor importangia,

6 Togdela (Tutifa).

T Moercia (Mursiva).

8 Ubeda (Ubbadat al-'Arab).

9 Talamanca {Talamanka). En la peyucna aldea zctual del mismo
nombre no queda resto algunc de su pasade sldmico. Subemos que estaba
al sur de La Sierra de Guadarrama, ¢emplazada junto al Jarama y por todo
ello quizé en la regidn de Toledo.

10 . Madrid (Magrit). El piblica en general no sabe que la yue hoy es
capilal de Espana tiene un origen musulinéin. Pero, en efecto, fue fundada
por les &rabes, en concreto por Muhuimmad 1, en €l siglo IX, y su paso a
manos cristianas lue consecuencia de la ¢conguista de Totedo por Alfoaso
VI

El Madrid isldmico ecupaba el extienio occidental de una elevada me-cta
corlada casi a pico sobre la ofilly derecha del rie Manzanare., Este
anplazamicnto defensive obcdece a que una razén militar mouivd -y f.ao-
dacion: Ja proteccién del valle del Tajo contra Lis pxpendiciones wilitares
de los cristianos del norle que cruzaban la Sicrra de Guadarrama.

La Almudayna (la Cindadela) de este Mudnd islimico se extendia por
irnas 0ocho hectdreas v el recinto medieval, que aulorizados eruditds creen
de trazado islAmico, alredadar de treinta y cinco hectéress.

11" Lérida (LAariidz).

12" Badajoz (Buialgaws),

13 Madinat ul-Fath fue ciudad militar cercana a Toledo, uptgee ig-
ndrase su emplazamienw conereto.

14  Madinas ul-Zohra fue esplendorosa ciudad aulica sl oeste de Cor-
doba, de la que guedan la cerca y muchas ruinas.

35 . Sektan fue fundada en el siglo X ¥ nada sc dice en los dogcumentos
sobre su siwacion.

1¢ . Mediraceli (Madinal Salim).

1?7 . Almerla {Al-Mariyyat).

18 . Cludad slo nombre en 1a regidn de Toledn.

19 . Madinat Al-Zuhirn (ue lambién ciudad regia fundada por Alman-
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zor Su destrucciou fue tan completa que ne quedd eco Jde su nombre en la
radicidn local, ni recuerdo del lupar que ocupd. Tan sélo se sabe que
¢staba gl oriente y proxima a Cordaba y en la orifla derecha del Guadat:
quivira, junto a unod de sus meandios.

M Cibraltar (Yabal Tarig). Ocupaba la parte mas septentrional de su
solar de hoy, es decir, La situada junmo al 12j0 que limita ¢l Pen6n al nonte,
oon la alcazaba en el lugar mas alta.

21 Aznalfareche (Hisn al-fara$).
n Algeelea Iz Nueva (Al-Buniyya),

A la vista de este mamero de ciudades de nueva fundacion islémica y de
los, sucintos datos sobre ¢llas insertados cabe bacer algunas obscrvaciones
significatives -creemes- & nuestros ¢fectos:

Primero: Las ciudades resenadas por su namere y parcial importancia
no son despreciables para calibrar ¢) gran significado de la ved urbana
hispana en época musulmanaz y especialmente de la andaluea y pura
calibrar también la influencia del legado urbano islimico en la ciudad
espanola zctual, Obsérvese que su numero total -22- es digno de cou-
sideraction, que cinee de estas ciudades -Murcia, Madrid, Lérida, Badajoz
y Almeria., son hoy imporiantes ciudades capitales de provincia, que sigte
-Calatayud, Tudela, Ubeda, Medinacelt, Gibralter, Aznalfarachs y
Algecitas- han dudo lugar a importanics pueblos o ciudades de tamano
m¢dio, y que acho de las cindades fundadas per los musu!manes se encon-
raban ey Andalucia.

Segundo: Mo obstante se¢ aminora la significacion de dichas ciudades
istAmicas si se considera que diez de ellas o han desaparecido o no seconoce
dquiera su situaciodn o en algun case incluso ni se tiene conacimicnto de su
nombre. La causa de esta ruina o pretericibn casi siempre obedcete.a su
oondicion de ciudades regias o dulicas, o ciudades de asedio que come se
EXPOne a Conlinuacion con frecucncia les imponzn un cardcter esporadico,
Asl con respecto & las primeras -entre las que se encontraban Madinat la-
Zahra y Madinat al-Zahire- fu¢ron fundadas por momarcas, grandes
snores o suplantadores del pader de los primeros, para su residencia o [2
de su corte, ¥ de ellas dice TORRES BALBAS (1935, pp. 52-53), lo que
sigue:

“‘La existencia de ciudades dulicas y oficiales, independientes de las an-
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tiguas capitales, as un heeho constante en ¢ Istam, lo mizsmo en el orental
que en el occidental. Las fundaban los mouarcas algo alejadas como
residencias de lujo, lugares a las que evadimsc para vivir aparades de las
molcstias continuas de la gobernacidn, de la vigilancia de las muchedum-
bres urbanas siempre turbulentas, asi como de los mevimienios populares.
En ellas disfrutaban de mayoer independencia y repose que en los alcAzares
situados en ¢j interior de las ciudades populosas.

Alrgdedor de la residencia regta a la sombra dc los nueves palacios,
formdbase un nuclee urbano scnenal frente al viejo, abandonado mas o
menos temporalmente por el saberano. La pugha entre los habitantes de
ambas era constanie y €l final de la civdad 4dulica, de fundacion caprichasa,
solia ser su saqueo y destruccion por la plebe de la ciudad vicja''.

Bastantes lambién de las ciudadcs hispano-muselmanas desaparccidas lo
fueron por su condicidbn de ciudades de asedio, a las gue par razones
diferents que a las Aulicas, cupo en suerte también la ruing, ¢omo
ualmente nos dice el mismo autor cilado (1985, pp. 53-54)

“Aparte de las ciudades creadas por necesidades militares como lo
fueran bastantes dr lus resenadas, hay olro tipo, las de asedio, campamqn-
s COT Mayor cardcier de solides ¥ permuineneia que el acostuinbrado y
que respandian a fines idénticos pero temperales y limitadas. . Ademas de
kvantarse para combatir una ciudad sitiada y protegurse conira las reac
ciones de sus defensores mostraban & ¢stos -y ésg era en muchos casos su
fin primardial- la veluntad decidida de prolongar indefinidamenic ol
avedio hasta la rendicion’’.

Tercero: Las prmcipalcs ciudades hispuno-musulmanas -Cérdoba,
Scvilla, Oranada, Almeria, Zaragoza, Toledo, Valencia, ele.- no son
caudades creadas ¢x wovo por los musulmanes, sino que mughas de ellus
tignen Arigen romano -0 incluso prerromano, ¥ pese a by crisis urbana de
Bajo [mperio y Allta Edad Media -periodo visigoda- subsistizron hasta Ia
inyasidn musulmang,

En conclusidn, pues, las cindades de nueva oreacién ne son despreciables
para constatar la importancia de la ciudad istAmica espanola, pero si in-
suficicntes, debiendo a tal fin allegar otras prucbas, que san las gue s
pergenan a continuaction.
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(Xras razones yue praebsn la importancia de 1 cludad isldmica em Expana.

Es fa primera que Al-andalus, y scbre todo Andalucia, en determinadas
momentos del pedado musulmin espanol, tienen ciudades de las mds jm-
martantes de Europa, e incluso ¢n alguros casos significativos a escala
mundial. Piénsgse co Cédrboda, Sevilla, Almerla y Granada. Esta
eseveracién constituye un tdpica histérico Lan evidente Que no requiere
mayor explicacibn.

Por otra parte, tas importanies ciudades hispano-musulmanas de origen
romano experimentan una notable progresidn en relacitn con su primitiva
oxtensidn:

“Comparadas las 60 has. de Tarragona, las 54 de Carmona y Zara las 34
de Lugo, con la cxtensidn intramuros de las mayores ciudades de Al-
Andalus, a fines def siglo XI v en los primeras del X11, las 187 has. de
Sevilla, 1as 182 de 1a parie murada de Cordoba, las 105 de Toleda, las 90 de
Mallorca, las 79 de Almerla y las 75 de Granada, superficies a las que
dcberian agregarse para casi todas Ly descogocida de uno o mis arrsbales,
deducese que las ciudades hispano-musulmanas eran bastantes mis exten-
sas que las de la precedenic época imperial romana en los primeros siglos
de nuestra era’* (TORRES BALBAS, 1985, pp. 20-21).

Sin contar que el recinto murado almohade de Sevilla era de 287 has_,
poco menor el de Cordeba, y que a 4sta para la época califal de méximo
splendor, como veremos, <e le asigna uoa cxtensidn de $.000 has. Por lo
tanlp, ka impottancia de las &udades {lsldmicas ¢spanatas no s8lo se
cvidencia por su ngmero méyor 0 menor, sino también por la extensidn de
sus solares y 1a progresion indudable que experiorentan ep relaciom con la
{poca romana.

A 5u vez, esta imporlancia se deduce de las descripciones de gedgrafos y
viajeros, que precisamente a causa de su concepeidn geografica, pero tam-
txén a causa de la aludida imponancia, articulan sus exposiciones en base a
las ciudades-region existentes ep Jas terrntorios que presentan, compren-
diendo aquéllas, no obslante, no sdlo las descripciones urbanas sino tam-
bién los aspectas naturales, agrarias, ¢tc. de su drea de influencia o atfoz.
Este mundo urbano, sin embargo, no fuc uniforme a lo largo de los ocho
siglos de dominacién musulmana en Espana. De aqul que haya que
dividirlo en distintod perlodos refativamente homogéncos.
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Ia lmportancia de 'gs civdades hispano-musaltingous segun gédprafos,
histerladores v vinjeres

3 . Hasta la disolucidn del Califato cordobés.

No hay muches noticias de s ciudades de Al- Andalus en el sivto VI, «
en los dos siguientes ancluido el X que es al que correspaade ¢l gsplendar
calital- ¥ apenas si pademps sepuir tyn sélola evalueibn de Cordobu eipitul
yue después abardaremas.,

Pc.we a esta parguedad de noticias, ¢ gedgrisfo persa al-istagri. en su
Libro de los caminos y de los ceinzdos, afima que existiab on ta Fspalla
musulmang muchas gudades vastas y populosas, de las q.is mengiony
dicciocho, con orfgenes anteriores a4 la conguista islamica.

Al-Razi, a su vor, cnumery reintd v wcis villus y cludades, enore L gue
destacan: Toledo. Seviila, Torosa, Abweria, Cordoba, Valencia,
Almadin, Zaragarw, Almuenecar, Baeza, Nichla, Elvita v Mikiga,

Ibn Haweul alnde mbién g multptes ciudades notahles por sis whun
dantes casechas, comercio, cultury, vinas, mercados, fucries, banos,
tierdas ¥ hormas:ic ingzguitia,

3 . Las cludades en los reinos de taifas.

Parcee que los disturbins del periode v la fripmentacitin de la Espana
tslamica gae signid 2l Califaro, con diminuias cortes y reinus, deberian de
haher praoducido decadencia en la vida urbani. Y ello pareve ¢icrio para
Cordoba, pero pura las restantes ciudades, si pasaran por niomentos de
decrepitind o estancamirnto ea su desarrotle yrbano, debieron scr hryves.
Lus disturbios no interrumpieron Ly cirewlacidn de mereaneias, ni In gro-
mgzcidn de la moda. ni el imicreambio de ideas, ni el comgreio, g1y

El pub:tamiento de pequerns corles favorceid la extesidn y ¢l desprrolio
urbanos. Ello es patenie ¢ los revintos delviglo X1 de Grunada, Matlorea,
Alnicrda, Toledn, Zaragoza, Valoncia y Malaga, todas ¢llas corws de retnos
de tuifys. B impresonante en el perioda es 1a expunsion de Almenia, capitul
de un peyueno reino gie se extondia por una lerra pohre, escizhross y
dndu. ¥ digno de notare es tgmbhiin yue lo prosperidad vo soio cleanzé a
ks ciodudes andaluzas v levaatittas, en generl con {ofliies vegas v

emplazamientos favorablcs, sine qiie afecio tam bidn a otres del sucnor.
cslkelbunas 0 gragoenesas, como £orayosa, Tudela. Toledo. Barbastro. el
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3 . Las ¢ludad=s durante la épaca aimoravide.

Pese a la ruptura politica, culwural v celigiosa que supone esta invasion,
conunua en Al-Andalus la florcciente y refinada civilizacién urbana
anterior, que sOrprendié mucho a los bereberes alinordvides.

Idrist, gebgrafo de {a época, ¢lasifica sus ciudades en grandes, medianas
¥ pequenas, aungue de muchas no dice su importancia. Considera grandes:
Toledo, Sevilla, Almeria, Valencia, Zaragoza, Mallorca, Talavera, Tru-
jillo, Evora (en Portugal), Carmona y Calecna; medianas: Zurita, Uclés,
Huete, Chinchillz, Al-Qasr (Alcocer de la Sal), Santa Marla de Algarbe,
Almunccar, Guadix, Lotca y Burriana y pequehas: Lénda, Daroca, Cuen-
@, Madrd, Ubeda, Priceo, Tarifa, Marbella ¢ Ibiza.

Pero enfre todas esizs ciudades en época almohade sobresalen Sevitla y
Malaga, populosas, pletdricas de vida y con intensa actividad comercial ¢
industrisl. ¥ no disminuyd tampoco la mporancia de Almeria, ¢l gran
pucrto almordvide del cemercio con Qriente,

1 . l.os ciududes durapte Ia época ulmohade.

Tampoco se interrumpe el esplendor urbane en la época de esios o1ros
invasares noricafricanos de farma que hay noticias abundantes sobre La
prosperidud y anmento de Sevilla que es en este momento cuando alcanza
su cénit.

Por otra parte, el cordobds Al-Saqundi €scrbid ditirimbicamente sobre
alsunas de las ciudades mas impartanles de entonces, a saber: Sevilla,
Cbrdoba, Jaén, Granada, Malaga, Almera, Murcia, ¥alcncia y Mallorea,

5 . Las cludades del reino granadine.

El engrandecimiento de Granada comenzd en el siglo X1 y avanzd y
culmind al convertirse en capital del reino nazer con la fuerle emigracién
de musulmanes procedentes de los extensos territorios ¢onquistados por
I0s cristianos durante el sigle X1TE en el Valle del Guadalquivir y resto de
Andalucfa. Porque este reino nazad queda acantonade en Ilas actuales
provincias de Granada, Almeda, Almeria Malaga, ocupando sobre todo el
wrrena geabroso y dspero de la cordillera Bética, Pese a eso la Granada
nazaf puede rivalizar entonces ¢n su esplendor econdmico, cultural y
artistico con las més importantes ciudades isldmicas que habfan existido
durante la dominictién musulmana espanola, subsistiendo como 1al hasta

39




su conquista en 1492 por lus Reyes Catdlicos. BOSQUE MAUREL. {1952,
53-81} ha estudiado geograficamentc esta Granada nazaci.

Junte con ella, M4laga era entonices un gran emporio mercantil, ¥ no asl
Almeria cuya decadencia es evidenic 8] tener que sopariar terribles
cpidemias y al convertirse en refugio de piratas.

Para Ip sintesis expuesta sobre la evolucidn urbanu del Al-Andalus
medieval, vid, especialmente la obra citada de TORRES BALBAS {1985,
pp. 7791).

LA CORDODA CALITAL
La extensidm y los efeclivos demngraficos

Los historiadores que s¢ han ocupade de la extensiéon de la Cdrdoba
calital acostumbran a citar una larga serie de autores drabes, que a veces en
total desacuerdo unNOs ¢ON OLrOs ¥ @ ¥ECes ¢ON caraclenistica imaginacidn
orienfal, asignan a Cordoba una supcriicie inconcchible. LEVI-
PROVENCAL ha sometido a una critica juiciosa tales naticias y ofrece
un plano de la Cardoba del sigto X ( Grafice 1 ), sepin el cual. los
Ernites de Ja ¢iudad (incluido 2! espacio rururbano que rodeaba a la Madina
¥ arrubales) eran ul oeste Madina Al-Zaharg, al este ¢l Arroyo de
Rabanales, al sur cl Guadalguivir v al narte ung linea circular mas im-
precisa que ¢n los puntos mis alejados estaria comoe minimo a cuatro o
guouo kilémetroes de ta actual linea férrea de Maudrid. Lo vual supane que de
este a ocsic Cordoba tenfa camo minimo onve kilometros de longitud y de
norte a suf, la distangia, mis vanable a causa del curso meandnizanie del
Giuadalquivir gue la linnitaba por el sur, en su paric més estrecha era como
minirno d¢ doco kildémeltros.

lbn Al-Jatib asegura que ¢l foso de delensa que fue cavado alrededor de
Cordoba en ¢l siglo, XI, y que en todos sus lados LEVI-PROYENCAL
supone que seguia las llmites fijados en el Gralice I tenia una longitud de
47.500 codas, 1o que hechas tus opornunas reduceiones supone un arco de
droulo -el lado sur del Guadalquivir ao se incluye- de 20 kilometras v 544G
meiras, cosa no improbable scgan ¢l historiadoer que seguimos. En suma,
que la superficie estimada de la Cérboda califal podrla ser de 5000
heclareas ( LEVI-PROVENCAL, 1953, pp. 350-352).
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Evidentemenle La superficie de Ls Cordeba d¢ entonees, sin comparagitin
cra mucho muyor gue fa de lo Cordoba smurzllada cristianas que quedo
fosilizada hasta el siglo X1X ¥ coyo perimetro ¢n este siglo cru de 8.759
vuras castellanas, sea 7.355 metros (CASAS-DEZA, 1857, p. 49} -
hiende tener en cuenla a efectas de 12 comparacién, yomo hemos dicho,
que en los 20 kilometros quedaba exclnido e} lado sur ¢ue¢ por mis sinuaso
ea ¢l més largo de Loda ki cindad, y que en Ly medida del siglo X1 sf que
st incluye &ste. En cuante a superificie LEVI-PROVENCAL calenlayue la
Cdrdoba califal era ocho veces major que la actual, en el momen(o de
escribir su obra -antes de la expanyion de los anes cincuenta- y guizd el
ctleulo peque por delccto. Pues ESCRIBANO UCELAY (1955, p 151) al
asignar 400 hectireas a la Cordoba de principios de la década de los sescata
es14 haciendo i la ciudad del sigle X doce veces mds extensa,

Eslu gran expansion de [a Cordaba del sigle X yie correspondié sabre
todo a los ceinados de Abd al-Rahman (§ y Al-Hakam H {ue poco
duradera y su deeadencia lan rapida que en 1067-68 eseribe Al-Bakrl ''quee
las revueltas prolongadas hasty entonces lighian borrado las huellas de [os
arrabales vordobeses ¥ suprimide toda huella de explotacion agricola en
esta regidn, desierta casi totalmente por el alistamiento de sus habstantes '

Los almoravides & su vez, en la primera mitad del sigle X1 consiruyeron
en Cordoha wpa muralla de tupial, encerrando un arrabal grande, mayer
que la Madina, que por si situatidn al este llamose Al-Serquiyya de donde
mocede la ulicrior Ajamgula (TORRES BALBAS, 1953, pp. 155-155).

Con estos datay, puede comprenderse perfectamenie que Edrisi a
mediades del siglo X1I dijera *‘que la villa se extiende en longited desds
ariente a occidente sobre un espacio de tres millag -algo més de cualro
kildmetros-. En cuanta a su anchura, desde la puerta del fuerie hasia la de
bbs judios, siluada al norie es de una milla’ -1.420 metros-. **En la época
que escribimos la presente obra, sigue dicizndo, la villa de Cordoba ha sido
destruida por la discordia; las rigores de la fortuna han cambiado su
sitvactibn, y sus habitantes han experimentado grandes desgracias, de
suerte que su poblacién actual es poco considerable™.

Probablemente €n (an poco liempa, Cordaba quedéd reducida a limites
muy proximas a tos que tenla en el memenio de la conquista cnstiana. Por
tnto, bien en esta fecha, bien después, incluso con postenioridad a fa
Reconguista, por ¢l lestimonio concordante de la historia ¥ de la ar-
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queatagia “ue hay nioguni dudi sobre la desaparicidn completa de 2:5:.0
enteras de la aglomeravitin califud sitvsdus a) norle, este y sobre tado 4!
aeste de Ly audad wetgel (L EVI-PROVENC AL, 1953, p. 359), Tal inenna
nisiquiceae hy sido compenada con T expensin de Cordoba ¢n lus anoey
sentu y setenta, Quizd en € mamonlo actual, ki ciudad ha alcunzado ¢l
limite norte del siglo X con la zona residenciul del Brillante v la Sterra a
tuse comp entonges de poblamiento disperso, y sobrepasa a aquélla por el
sur con oy Burnas del Campo de la Yerdud y del Sector Sar, pero dexde
g par el oeste y por el cste se encientria tadavis muy distante, respec-
tnamente de Madina Al-Zharu ¢ incluso del Arroyoe de Cantarranas v del
Arroyo de Rabanales.

Qué poblucitn tenfa la Cérdoba caliyal? AlMakkari ha agrupado un
cierio uwumere de dutos estadlsticos que a primera vista parceen
desmesurados, pese a la extension considerable de {a capital al final del
siglo X ¥ oo yie se Jos alribdye a dos escritores Ibrchaiyan y Ebn-Bakri
“yue no tienen la costumbre de exagerar’’. Bl primero de estos @itimes da
la cifra de I SNV mogys-tas, yue ¢l segnndo reduce a8 470. Al-Bakri unade
que un conso de nmoebles ordenado pur Al-Mansur did los sisuientes
recultados: 213,077 casas ocupudas por la plebe v la ¢l2se media; &0.300
por las alios funcionurias y 13 aristevrana, RO45S tiendas: ¥ todo cllo sin
contur lux hubitaviones altas dadas en alguiler, las termas y 1at posadas
(1 EVI-PROVENCAL, 1953 p. A52),

Du tales dutos es de donde todos los autores han sacado la conclusian de
que Cérdoba tendria alrededor de un millén de habilanies, vitra que fa
aliica histdrica aetual undninemenie considera oo desmesuradd, Y a su
ver ¢omo demasiado exigu se considera la Jada por TORRES BALBAS
de (00.000 habitanles. Quiza en los 500.000 hanilantes yue sugiere G. DE
VALDEAVELLANO, sunque él siga creyedo que en dicha cantidad con.
tinta habiendo ‘' potoria exageracion’” (G. DE VALDEAYELLANO,
1943, p. 155}, puede estar Ia solucitn media aceptuble. Desde luego espacio
suficiente ocupaba la ciudad para albergar sl poblacion, pero fo ue
ocurre es que lenla una extructura urbana muy especial, que puede llumar a
«1gano, vy que analizaremaos después.

1a estruciurs econdmicn.
Si los efectivos demograticos de Condoba (weran de Ia magnitud a gue

hemos ulndido, ox exigencia prepuntine ¢dmo vy de que vivia aguella

43




jwblacion. Pero las poticias gue hasta abora nos han laalnado ko
historiadores sobre el tema san bastanies parciy %o obslante al socaire de
las mismas y de la significacion politica Jde by urbe, cabe sugeni algo sale
su aclividad econdmiva,

Come carrelato de su capitalidad politigo-religiasa y derivandose.de Ia
cobcepcién misma, teocritica, del Esiada que ella articulaba, Cérdaba
desempenaba unas claras funciones religiosas, politico-administrativa,
militar ¢ inlelectuad ¥ artlstica. En ¢l primer aspecto el religiase, a partir del
momento en gue Ahd-al-Rabman 11 rompe todo vingulo religioso con el
Criente islamico vy se hace llamar “‘Califa’ y *“Principe de les Creyentes™
e cuando Coérdoba altanza ia plenitud de significado para todo Al
Andalus. La grandiosidad de la Mezquita- Aljama y las muchisimas de
barric que sabemos existian ilusiren sobre cusnlo decimos.

Por otra parte, por Ja condicidn de capital politico-adminisientiva, Cér-
doby se convierte en una ciudad que, sobre tadoe con Abd-2l-Ruhmac 1],
reeibe constuntemente cmbajadas de todos los reinos hispanas, dz muchos
evropeos y del Orienle y que albergaba 4 miles d¢ funcionarios gue servian
a la para entonees perfecta miquina burocratica califal.

Pero camo la situacuon peminsular erz de crénica guerra entre los
habitantes goe reprexentaba la urhe v los reinos eristiancs, Cardoha es
wmbién indiscutible centro militar donde se tomaban las decisiones helicas
gue afectaban i toda la Peninsula y al norte de Africa y donde se concen-
waban y de donde partian Lzs expedivienes guerreres estivales.

No abstante, al ampuro sobre todo de tos periodos de par, Codoby
desempend una funcidn intelectital, fomentada sobre todo per Al-Hikam
I, que reunid una magnifica biblioteca de 400.000 volimenes, y cuyo
gemnplo era imitado por ki aristocrugia y los sabios cordobeses, quicncs
rivalizaban en la adquisicion de lihros y formaban ricas bibliolecas par-
tculares. La necesidad de satisfFacer las demandus de los biblidfilos hizo de
Cérdaba el mayor mercado de libros de) Occidente musulman, en el yue los
gemplares raros se vendian ¢n publica subzasta a precios muy elevados e
innumerables escribas, muchos de ellos mujeres, vivian de copiar y
ecapiar mapuscritos para Jos amantes de los libros (G. DE
VAL DEAVELLANGO, 1953, pp. 155). Sabias de todas Ias ramas d¢l saber
entorces conocidas tuvieran agul su asiento, 10 mismo que aryuitectos y
artislas que construyeron las suntuosos ¢dificios de la epoca. muchos Jde
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wjudllps tratdos de Oriente para impartir sus ensenanzas y realizie sus
tuteas.

Evidentemente, estas actividades confirieron yna cierta base econdmica
a la Cardoha musulmana, pero cahe y debe uno intcrrogarse sobre otras
actividades m4s directamente produchivas. Parece que ¢l Lerritonio cor-
dobés, asi, come toda Al-Andalus, siguen fundamentado su produccién
agricota en la trlogla medilerrinea -trigo, olivo y vid- como ¢n epoca
romana (referencia cn los lextos a la Campina ¢orbodess como gran pro-
ductora de cereal, importancia de! olivo en Baena y Caubra, significudos
vifiedns al norte de la ciudad como luego se ercantraria Fernando L1, pero
wmbién en la Campina con una variedad llamada precisamente qunbani o
campintesa) si bien ¢3 importante 'a transformacitn introducida ahora cn
arboricultura v horticulwura. De ella también participa Cordoba pues al
decir de Al-Razi “‘olaba rodeada de bellos hueros cuyos drbales penden
sobre clla y dan frulos sabrosos’’.

Pero Cordoba era muy populosa, par io que pese a sus abundancias, tan
prestamente resaltadas por los ¢ronistas y a sus molinos harineros en el
Guadalquivit, parcre que fue deficitaria en eercal, como lodo Al-Andalus,
por lo guie hubo que recurrir a impertaciones notteatricanas.' Y aan asl,
o5 cronistes “*proporcionan noticias acercs de ias frecuentes crisis de sub-
sistencia ocurridas {sobre todo ¢n la gigantesca Cérdoba) a lo largo del
siglo X: $15, 925-27, 929-30, 30, 935-35, 941-42, 944, 954, 973..."" (SAN-
CHEZ MARTINEZ, 1980, p. 30%),

Y por ultimo, Cordoba cra un gran cenire comercigl y ertesanal. Dos
textos de historiadoeres pueden ilustrar sabre la vida comercial y aresanal
mrerna y sobre su comercio exterior. En el primer aspecto dice SANCHEZ
MARTINEZ (1980, p. 350) “'la Risala de lbn"Abd al-Ra’uf, y oficios,
permite conocer parte de la actividad econdémica de fos zocos cordobeses.
B comercio de Lla alimentacidn estaba ampliamente cepresentado por los
corredoces de cerea!, papaderos, horneros, lecheros, carniceros,
pescadores, vendedores de higas, freidores de pescado y bunoleros,
oxcineros y vendedores de barlsa (cspecic de puré de carne picada ¥
cereales); enwre fas uctividades relacionadas con el vesiide enconlramos
hiladores de lino, tejedores, tintoreros, paneros, alcorqueros, pelcteros,

cunidares y blangueadores de rapa; se hably asimismo de Tos mervaderes
de especias y perfumes (aloes, betel, alhena, arafrén, almizele), agrupados
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e ¢l 20uva de los "drogueros’’, junio a la puerta del mjsmo nonibre; y, pw
fin, la Risals se acnpy de miédicos, alfajemies, alhéitres. vendedores e
reniedios. -y de (la) corte de Jas milagros farmada por preshdigtadoies.
acrdbatas, narrudores y zejelerns.. ™

Respecto al comercio extenor esta eta b situacton: “Cérdoby es en ¢
siglo X el foco de un'activo comercio de ¢xportaeidn ¢ impurtaciéin que
flefa en un ir y venir constanle de mercaderes y mercancias, que por vla
marititma llegabun a A)-Andales desde Qriente por el puerta de Peching, o
yue salian hacia el Magrib, Lgipto y [08 reinos eristianos, y en los micreados
de la capitzl cordobesa se camerciaba no s0lo en granos y en productos
dimentivios pars gl abusiocimiento locul, sino en libros ¥ en perpuminos,
en armas loledanas y en alfombras, tupiees, sedas y cerdnuca: en objetos
dv [ujo y en mercangias exOlicas, ¢n eunugos, ‘esclavos™ v en bellys
ocluvay vasconzs, pullegas u aricutsles’ {G. DE YALDEAVEL] ANQ,
1953, p. 155).

En suma, una ciudad de funcionanias, sabios, escritores, arlistas. vom-
waantes, esclavos y eriados, wuigue cran tambidn abundabtes los
ariesanps, Como difamos von lenguaje aclual ven una infaciéin muy
notuble del sector terciario, rasgo yue por avulurés histéricos, sipue
dsgraciadamente conservando en ta acinalidad. Aunguc en enalbyaicr case
ey difwil de comprender en su esirdelurd econdmivd. sobre (ode con o
“cliche" de la actual ondad curopea. si es que et lan populosa vomo se
CTEE,

bslructurs urbana de ba Cordoba Cahilil

En su momenio de maximo esplendor, la grun urbg cordobesa se¢ ar
licula, como puedc versc en el Gréfivo | |, a hase de cuatro grandes con-
juntoside edifivaciones separadie entre iy sboadis a la derecha del
Guadalguivie, un pegueno conjunte ullende el vlo -arrabal de Saquands -
una seric de cspacios libres entre 105 cualtro primeros ocupados par vias de
COMUNIcacion, cemenlerios, ot¢. ¥ uitcontarno rirurhano, de poplamieno
disperso y espacios libres stennedion de:distints funcionalidad. ¥éumos
vada una de estas o¢lulas urbanas.

.oy cuatra grundes scetores de edificaciones (Orafices 1oy 1 ose pueden
denaminar  Madina, Harrios del Fste o Ajarguia,  Bareos Oc
ddentales y barrios del Notie. Dichos sectores se subdividian i serig
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de arratales (ruhod), relutivamente aulbnomos ¥ upenas coordinadas enire
d giee sepun Jos diversos autores eran 20, 21 o 28, La denominacidhn y ex-
avty localizacibn de estos arrabales es haria problemaiica,

La Madine constituia la ciudud amurallads, de forma baxtante pzrecida
4 la de un paralelagramo regulur y cun perimetro aproximado de 3.500
4000 meiros. Se asentaba en un espacio sensiblemente parecido al que
ocuparia [a audad romana en {a epoca imperial, También las myrzllas en
utr principio serlan las romanas mismas BLTIQUE ¢n épora musulmany
sufriecron varias reconstrucciones, que ne obstane no debieron modilicar
esencialmenie su (razado.

Esta Madina, segun la descripcidn de les autores arabes, tenla siete
puertas que QCANA SIMENEZ (1935, pp. 143151} localiza con gran
werosimilitud. Su truzado callejere e¢ra genuinamente ixlameo, o seu,
stnuose y laberintico, por la que no parece Lener celacidn can las manzamis
regulares de ¢stilo romano. Parcce, no obstunte, gue estaba surcada por
dos grundes vias, norie-sur y este-agsic, yue muy bien pudieron respetar las
grandces direccrones (adas en la ciudad romana.

Albcrgaba, por otra parte, la Madina los edificios publicos, religiosos y
giviles, entre Ik gue destacaban la gran Mezguita-Abiama que hoy ¢on-
accmaos y ¢l Algazar Califal frontere a aguélla, muchay orras mezquitas,
banas, casas de los principales magnrutes, etg,

La Ajarqula o sector oriental de ta ciudad estathz separado de la Madira
por una ciertn extensidn que se impedia repoblar. Parece que &n épaca
aiifal no estaba emurallada, ¥ que fas morallas son todas del sighe X1 o
XI[ y Foeron hechas de argemiusi micntras que las de fs Mading ernn de
runterfa. Tradiclopelmente se le han asignado seis arrabsles. Aunque
amurallnda, en ¢ momenty ¢de la conyulsia cristians en buena medida
sta%a despobladu y destruida.

Los arrabzles del oeste constituyeron €1 mayar de loy conjuntos de la
urbe, pero la totalidad de sus edificaciones desaparecieron al fin del
alifato. Por ello este sector no liene interés alguno para la posterior
evolucim urbana de Cordoba y los nueve arrabules gue se le asignzn son
wdos de localizacidn muy insegura ¢ totalmente desconocida.
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10s arrabales del norfe se dice que eran tres y que entre ¢floy no existh
continuidad espacial.

Por dltime ¢l conteren rururbano de la Cordoba Califal era un continuo
de gran superficic que se encontraba fuera de las zonas de edificzcion
resenadns y estaba ocupado por un poblamiento disperyo abigarrado
alternando con espacios aoricolas y recintos destinados & algunos servicios
publicos, destacando entrg todos ¢llos los siguicnies concepros:

- Cementerios, quc no siempre estaban fuera de 10s nucleos consiruidos,
pero que los mds imporantes si que se localizaban a ciena distancia de
Lules sectnres.

- Almuzaras, que eran lugares sin edificar, generalmeni: cercadas y que
scrvign para celebrar paradas militares y otros agtos poblicos.

- Lugares ptiblicns de reereo, parques o paseos gue se dinan hoy, y yuc
tamhién s¢ utilizaban camo lugas de concentracion de las (ropas antes de
Lis expediciones muilitares.

- Monrasterios o ipleslas cristianas de mozirabes von localizacion
preferente aungne e exclusiva en la Sigrra Morena o en la falda de la

s nia,

~ glcdzares y patacins reales de recren, de los gue s¢ recucrdan
especialmente por su grandiosidad: Al-Rusafa, Madina Al-Zahra, Madina
Al-Zohira v Al Anirna.

~ Munias 0 mzniones do recreo perienecientes a fa aristocracia cordabesa

gue eran mmnumsrahles,

¥, por cltimo, edificaciones mas modestas, casas de campo o huertas,
perienecientes o cludadanos ao relevanies socialmente.

En todo ¢l andlisls precedente sobre la Cérdoba Culifal vid.
esperiplmente T.OPEZ ONTIVEROS, 1981, pp. K5-98, debiendo anadirse o
los sutores que se ¢ilan, los slguientes para *‘La estructurs de la Cdrdoba
Calilal': LEYI PROVENCAL, 1953, pp. 370 3 s.. TORRES BALBAS ea
dversas obras, y CASTEJON, 1929,

LA HERENCIA URDANA DFE LAS CIUDADES HISPANO-
MUSLLMANAS

La singladura esplendorasa de las ciudades hispano-muss!manas, la per.,
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sistencia tempotul de lus tmismas durante ocha sigloy y el carderer fhay
especifico de cste wrbanismo han definda un legado aun presente en
muchas ciudades expanalas y sobre todo andaluzas gue podemos concretur
an [os siguicilcs aspectos:

I El espacia urbano do loy actuales cascos historicos constituye las
senas de identidad de buena parie de las antiguas ciududes espanolas ya yue
bs uctuales expansiones perifénicas, transidas de unifermusmo banal,
carecen de personalidad. Y esos ¢ascas histdricos, pes¢ a sus modifica
dones recientes, s¢ farjuron ¢n épocas pasadas. Asi expresa GUTKIND
(1957, p. 28Y) este hecho del urbanismo espanol;

“El pertodo barroco (ermind la era creativa del desacrollo de ls wiudad
espanola, Desde la primera miitad del sigto XIX en edelante, Espana sigui¢
b tendencia general de o gue cateuces se yomprendia como planezmiento
de la ciudad.. en modo algunn difcrenty al de ovros patses. Ll culte 2-1a
@lle, ¢l inuremento dc trdfico, la estuliicia insignificante de las rachadas
uniformes, la mania Hatismann por los modelos en 1abtere, Ins slums de
lay prandes urbes, los efecros inhumasioy de lu industrializacitin, . todos
estos fueran subproductos destructivos de la edad emerpente de by giencia
b tecnologfu. Ellos hicieran un peguena numere de viudades mayores y
mas industrializadad peco no mejores maradas pir vivir, e Inciementaren
d abandono de % vasta mayorla de las pequeras cudedes que las
degradaron hasla €] estancamienta”.

Como, por ofra parte, muchas de la< ciudades tradictonules espanolas
hablan conservado su esencial estructura wslimica, de urbanisme tan
distinta, es clla L gue impregna estos ¢ascos histbricos coma el misme
autor (pp. 445 y sx.) exalta para algunas dc fas endaluzas y en concretn
Odrdaba.

**algo de esta gloria pasada ha sobrevivido, aungue salo sey latente y
transmutadamenie en lo atmbsfera de muchas calles alrededor de la Meo-
quita de Cardoba. Esto0s ‘callejones' y dallejoncitos’ un legado directo de
los tiempos maros, han retenido el anliguo encanto de la intimidad. Ellos
estAn hechos para el (rato social csponténco y duradere. Cada necodo, cada
rincdn alumbra nuevas vistas ¢ambiantes en perfil y color como un
cleidoscopio. Ei gris del pavimenio empedrado, ¢l blanco de las casas
planas, los calores de las ores que cuelgan de los halcones o que en s
maceias motean la fachada, las vislas havia Tos patios, las rejas de Ias ven-
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lariss, Ly plaructss, Tecoletas o can una yrmania e b diversidad ¥ win e
Uienio wtndive de hy bellesa, gue esta muy distraie dol roido y bullicie
de nuesrn nempo, kvoun mundo, un pegosin mundo como de cucnia ue
hadiss, yug pone potes vua molhpheidad de pediniiey unidades espiacial s
¥ que las manticne juntas pat el flujo vontinen dv edificios ciuenad:inies v
st esealn adeoada e gensal y endotnin

2 Muy el concreld et gstos cascos historicos de mivchas epudades
espanobid de sitecedentes slianweas hay sectores cuyy esencial estrmgtnrg
calicpers v maozznas. no ha carvhisdo de manera signilicativa, pese o
modificaciones parciales, impurtuntey, gue aguctla by podido expervncu.
@r a partir del sigla X YT y snbre todo en Jas ciplos XIX v XX A Giulede
cieimplo, observese ¢ Gralico 3 de Ly Aadinge cardabesa ity
wnsidlese yue son hien visibles los signicnwes hechos que prughan
creemos, €sld perenndad.

En efeeto, uparceen muchos monumentos cnsiainas aglesias- por 1oda la
cindad, y encl angulo hurocste ua gran avenida deb sielo XX a del Gran
Capitan. gue moditivan. parcialmente L estrictura isldmica pero san con
stasables Yos elementos especilicns del urhunisme musulman: razado
Liberintico ¢ intunista de las calles, anchura diferente e irregealar de estas
calles, plazas igualmente descuadradis y nada regulares Que contrastan van
A trarudo peomeétrivo de las plazus en 1anius Olray concepoiomes wr
bunisticas, diseno timbien irregular de los munzenas LLnto on coanta a
Limanee corro ¢ cuaita 2 diseno y, por vitano, ylta densidad de callepe
sin salidas azovieues en las gue son ton prédipas Tas odudes mosuoimaris
Sectones urhanos de wrarado cimilar a) e la Madina cardobesa no son rara
en ealis endudes hispanu-musctmunas. por 1o que ty herencia urbuna d
ague) periodo nos parcee incontrastable,

3 Por atrg parte estas ciudides han reeihido ang berene piomsmear
tzl, que sungue escasa dl menos en lo que se refiere & conjunios de valor
Angelir 1o se pucde oladie, Destaca ea glly b pran Megginta de € or
duba, los Alcazares y Oiralda de Sevilla y la Alhambra v Generihife de
Guaneda. Bstas fres cludades a causg de estos monumentos iskimens, fun
valorades por el exotimo ramdantico, engendran buena parte del slud v
k0 y hterane del siglo X1X, de mealculahley conseeaecias para 1 pyo
mecion de Espana en Furopa y ¢n el mundo entero y sigonen constitnyendo
hoy dia una base fundamenial peera puestte turismoe de asas (1 QL7
ONTIVEROS, pp 44-45)




4 . Hasta época muy recienle, antes de que se hubiese producido una
exurbanizacién acelerada y crecimicnto galopanie de estas ciudades de
arigen musulman, ha sido frecuente que buena parie de la infraestrutura
isldmica de abasteccimiento de aguas y alcantanilado subsistisra y fun-
aonara mds 0 Menos adecuadamente.

5 . Por (iltimo, es diffcil probar fehacientemente yué rasgos d¢ campors
lemiento y psicologla social s¢ han heredade del pasado musulmén en
muestras grandes ciudades de ¢ntonces, pera es lembién armesgado negar
dicha influencia. Quira el acendrado esplriiu de barmio visible aun cn gscas
dudades y su gcnuina especificidad aun ten ponderada por visiilanies de¢
todas las épocas constituyan también parte de ese legado urbune, que en
do caso siempre se ha valorudo como timbre de gloria, porquce s¢ tiene
carngiencia histérica d¢ un esplendar gue constituyé un firme acicate para
superar {as profundas crisis que zfligicron con posterioriidad a muchas de
las ciudades hispanomeisulmanas.

Cérdoba, febrero de 1989.
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Light and IHarkness: a dramatic suspense
fn Ocdipus Fyrunnns

Ny
Fonad. & Al

In view of First elass articles on the subjget of Light snd Darkness v-
dagury i Quedipus Tyronnas' ', the appearance of yet another article on e
subject seems Lo require some extensive justilication. These studies reduce
the inuge to the mere cantlict belween Oedipus and Teiresias without
sechiny il theoughout the whole pluy. We puay bepin with the reasonghbie
lypothesis that the image is functionally integrated into the drama: it we
(ind that-the evideney of the play buars this o1t we may conclude thal this
worrespunds (e the aulhor's intention. in this way we will not only gan in-
sipht into Sophocles’ drwmaiic teehnigue, bur we may hope alvo 1o denve a
e apptagiationt ol the moral mplicedion of the play. Hence Light and
Lyarkness co be dleult with as the subslatsoe Tor the enrive unitary aclion of
edipus Tyrannus, Methadolagically, this article sechs 1o apply (0 the im-
age of Light and Parkness in Qedipes Tyraunuy the dramiinig suspunse
which s accomplished through the grade:? revelation. | suppose that the
lunguage of the whele play is orchestrated in serms of g ciewendo and
dimigendiy of light and darkness imagery. o fact, ¢very nown, serh and
adjevuve thal construel the image of light and darkness in (he play is
sSpnificu in this respect. it we examine esch word and podee i aecording

10 itx oceurange 130 Lhe play .

The imagery deadt with, here, ogeurs not $6 much as such, but ratler
those clements which Light and Durkness svinholize, Since knowledpy s
the stale of having seen, recognition is assoviited with sight' !, imnorance,
presuniably, s the stale of durknes,

EFrom the very begiming al the play. Light and Darkness imsigery runs,
wutualy through the play up 10 1he doshle recogmimion of both Jocasiy ad
Cxdipus. The play opens with a mysterious plagne which is destroving s
citizens and ) the livine things there, A group of sapplizias, 9 whom the
iuaey Ol 1the plague arg abscore, communwate, throngh the priest @
Qeadipus, who formerly sofved the sphiny's riddle with his intelleciual

.oy
s er, Lo nncover the present lll‘ht‘l!lll_\'
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Qcdipus, here appescs as o man oF vision, sble 1o discern Chat s leh s
4 . ) .
abscure to others'™. e is seenax (he reveuler of the derkness ac, 11 other

words, the cuuses ol the pedilen,

Qedipus guest for the hidden reasons of tie pligoe had already begun
since he sent his brather-in kaw. Creon, 1o consslt the oracle w Detph
When Creon reiurns, Oedipus is exger Tor his news, which eem!ico be
good. Qedipus eagerly addresses him exen belore he s w chance (0 speak
Ee welcomes the radiunt looks lu.p'l:pbg "ol € reon, and expects g
radiant answer from Lhe aracle: such ao aonswer which evades the darkness,
the state of ignorance. The oracle declures thi the plague will conic 16
end when 1he murderer of ).oiuy is detected and punished, and so the scarch
bepins. Of course there is. stilf, darknoess i the tong slrtlﬁgle L reach the
tight. in other words, to got Knowledge.

Creon was ol given, at Deiphi, the whiole knowkdee whicli he went 1o
seck. Though the oracle shed light oo thy caeses ol the plavae. i awr
shadowed the defiler’s idenuly. So, durhness 1s stil) there as Jong s the
dehiler is obscure. We, presnmably . weed notto dwell on the fact that the
Oracle did not deccive Oedipus, mercly it pave hisn the opporistity to
make an errar. Ocdipus. resolved to take the imliative in getting the
knowledge, tells Creon that he himseld will hring dark things 10 the
ight Eyw wa.w'b "' Oedipus, the revealer of the darkness, having
heen faced here with 3 puzzle could not resist following & Lt to s Jogicud
ernclusion. Yet, a sense of tragic irony pernieates the purswit of knawing
which is the powerful mode of the action. The pricst’s supplication 1o
Cedipus w uncover the ohscure causes al the plague is directed precisely
the man who is unwitlingly the cause of the plague. Oedipus the resealer i
the onc whp should he revealed.

The (irst appearance of the Chorus seands in relation with (he stale of
carkoess which, still. overwhelis the weton, In the paradoy’ ', the chorus
reacts 1o the tidings by expressing s hewilderment. Howeser, the chopis
aihough thrown into some apprenhension uy to what may -be the hinal
outcome of this affair, is conlident thut thy gods, who have pratecred
Thebes Belore, will do so once agsifi, showing themselves cantinuingly on
the side of law and order. The chorus pravs that the patron duilies may by
ing |igl1lm. I is one of health: a light than putsanend (o the plague o, cne
can suy (hat uocover the darkiess whicl enwraps the deliler,
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tredipnis, wha declared inmmerly to Ciean that e Giensg!l wall bring dark
thones iy the hght, wssires [or The chorps That hie will continue his screly
suecesselully, 1T parhing thal helps o the revest iseoncealed, | he cliopns.
who tenthloally sesnres Tor Oedipus s compleie ignorgnee of the deliler,
i1 irat help expressing the ambiguity of the Delphic answer' ' So fur. the
dirhinse does rat vanish, The ghares saggesss o nwn who s apalile to
upcover sich a darkness, (1 s Teirestas whocouldsee gplvea “
wnnd puide a0 searcher ab this matier to the lgeht'

a [t worths noting that Qedipus’ I;l'rsl words oY welcome to Teiresias are:
ah Teiresias who cbsetve every thing & navTa ym&y Y pe o:‘&z'
Such a weleome seems to bear Qedipus® admilunceol Teiresias power of
knowledge, and may, besides, reflect OQedipus vehement zeal to uncover
darkness. However, neither Oedipus’ appeals'm )

. ROr his anger ', sug-
) o L. . 5
weds in convincing Teirestas to reveal the obscunty of the aracle!™,

By this point in the play the weinion begies 1o presail the aeion of the
pkiy centered in the persens of Qudipus: the scarcher nf knowledge, and
Teiresius who (ries 10 heep (things dark The conilict is inflemed as souon as
Ocdipns, inreaction 1 Teresins” coneailmenl, assimes that he s the con-
wiver of Laius’ murder, and wwits him, in a0 srrong anger, with
hindness'"" Then. Teiresias, in reaction to Qedipus’ decusanon, declyres
thal Dedipus is the ctiminal whom he himsell’ seeks' ' and. moreover.
ndicates. covertly, his incest '™ Yet, Ocdipus’ reachion o 1 prophet’s
judgement is the denial of his power 1o bring things to hght, <ince he, being
hind, ix the offspring of endless nighty 1@ ¢ ﬂrpéve L ,[pé( UUI“‘?BQ
o addition (o that, Ocdipus is quick 10 aevnse Targsias and Crean of plot-

o . _ ) e [
ung agmmt his royul persen and siation”

More simkinpgly, Cledipus shows himsell 1o be overconlident in fis awny
abilitice, expecially in sell esteeny Tor s knpowledpe and inteliigence
Cedipus heligves thiat he is granied with knnwlcdg,ffwj‘ln gupﬁm' 'I.]'
while the prophet is blind in his art ‘Fﬁ\l .t-'éxmy pe §0 TUQ'LQ'E.
Ocdips, here, builds his gudpement (o Tewesis' ignorance v the fuel tha
he himsell was the anly one who could solve the sphina’s fiddle' . Hy has
a eonlidence in s own intellectual powers wund can por 1lene any one
w1 gueestion them' "' Hlowever, Teircas, properly . ot the contrast
between himsell and Oedipus ip ironie wards: the fiterully blind  ses | or,
knows, whils the sighted is Bl or, 1y ipocant’ Moyl whenever the
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truth is reveaded, Ocdipus blindiess, sosays Teiresias soreasicilly, will be
i I « . .
actual one' . Teiresias judgement secins 10 reciblm the inner meaning of

bight und darkiiesy inmgcty.

The occurance of light and darkness imugery. fere. has been ahind.anly
iterpreted. {aghl and duarhness Tmicges ate centered e the personsy ol
Cedipus and Teiresizs. The scene represents the clash ol the rmayes
asyociated with each o them, In thal wene. night has heen-set in opposi-
gon Lo Iighl' "The imaggecy uf the gl and the darkness the vision and
blindness, ix allied with 1he tension heiween the wit of Oudipus wid Lhe
Gvine wisdom of Teiresias' Iyesight and ignoranree, blindogss and
insight. these imporiant themes in Gedipus Tyrunnus are {irst established
firmly in the Tenesias scene . The image of sightedness and Rindness i
clearly rundumental: the blind seer eiresias and the siehted Ogdipus blind
W the realities al the world ahout him constlue an opposition eenlerid (o
Sophacles mcuning' & Ly the Teresius seene there 1s the cantrast. soem-
phaucally made, bemween the physical blimdness of thie prophet aed the -eal
blindness of 1he k!

On the whale these views are, perhups, sadispatable. bul thes (gl short
of secking the 1magz throughout the whole playy . This is particularl. strsnee
in the case of a play which v ulmost universally regatded rs the hod
technically perfect work ot a most techrically proticient dramatist, Let ns
assume that Saphocles, steeping his imagination in the actions, e
pondering its churacters and their experiznces as a dranfist inevitubly
docs, cmbodics the imagery of light und dovkness thraughout the whoh:
steucture ofF the plity . The construction of actions i the play is stramed by
the continual ovcurance of the image, while the dramalic suspens< 15 con-
sistenily maintained, along with the (ragie irony, as the mended meaning
moves on, The real function of Teires1as soene. perhaps, is Lo show how far
from the truth Qedipus s, and 19 help, in the jprrovess aof the gradiad reve,l

The gradusl reves) moves on when Teiresias, who elaborates his prdpe
ment of Oedipuy’ 1gnerange, eils Oedipus, nra prophetic words, that “"this
by shall bnng you forth and causes your destruction"ﬁb‘ h-"épa-w}ua
ge wat O ‘wpgepé‘w But Oedipus, who boasts with bis knowladge,
is ynable to guess e meaning of Teiresias® words which sgem 10 him

P Tk T,
mscure riddling words u‘ YinNta 'lhdtwn I . Teiresias |5,lzndccf!.
speaking in riddles. Seers, like oracles, tend 10 express themselves in a rid-
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dling way But lock at the man 1o whom this is sasd. He is a lsmaus sover
al riddles, a darkness revealer. The Jronic coptrast stands oul the more
dearlv precisely because andienve knows the truth: the old man, literally
hitnd. sees more Lhan the vigorous king who prides himselt an his
knowledge and inteliigence, yel is mectaphorically blind. 1t s clear that
Oedipus, up 0l now, is unable 1o uncover the darkness easily. Sephocles,
so far as | can see, does not want Gedipus to leara the truth in other way: it
is essential to his conceprion of the action thar Oedipus should find the
ruth out for himself.

However, belore Teiresas leaves, he, eaphcitly, gives informations
about the murderer's indewtity which, distinctly, apply to Oedipus"4'
Teireaas' Mul sentence 15 & dely to oedipus. Re agrees 10 be conuidersd
gnorant if he is to be proved v.-rong"m. It warths noting that Qedipus’

reaetion 1o Teitesias dely i5 just goang oul in silence,

Oedipus goes in silence because he wvan not yet make any sense of
Teirevas’ paradores. For if onc can not see the salution to a riddle then it
rensins nonsense. and there is rothing to be said’ s probable that
Ocdipus fiule 10 comprehend Teiresias' words and sospects its truth
because events have gongpired 1o push him inta accepting plausible bul
(alse premisses. Trom which only false deductions are passible. The siate-
rent which Qedipus had believed that in avoiding Cerinth he was avoiding
parricide and incest appears as an essential element in the make- belicve
warld of Ocdipus which was respensible of his lack of knowledge. The
reveal 15, sull. suspended. Though the truth is revealed, it remains in the
torder ling between light and darkngss

We should absetve. too, the canumoatim of the contlict hetween Jight
und durkiessy in the vhorus’ ode that follows the departure of both
Terresias and ()udipus”-’ The Lght, s¢ 1he <horus says, [lash
od ém‘. LR Yet, though the truth is revcaled, it stands off
neither in assemt nor in denial''”. Another evidence of the chorus
bewilderment is found in admitting, on the corerary of Qedipus,. its blind-
ress, oﬁx ﬁpa’ 4 The truth, 10 the chorus, is, still, enwraped in
darkness, Sephogles, here, makes his chorus express incomprehensjon.
Thal frank admission of incomprehension challenges the audience 10 ask
itsell whether it has understoad (he past or can predict the futnre of
Ocdipus-Whether 1l can or not it hus surely understpod more than the
charus. In such cases the chorus’ ignorance is functional in relationship to
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die Gudience’ awaness: the less they know the aiore swe kinow' " Iy
representation of the chorus® tpoorgnwe tn ta- deras off ligefre amnd char b ness
mapery mav he, perbaps, justilicd by Sophoechos preparation for g reveliy
aon ol e 1ruth (e later seenes of 1he play

A purtial revelation steps np as focasta. i her deors o clear Qedipus of
the murder of Laws, lets out part of thie dhie secrel by her allusion 1o the
“Iriple cross: rouds ™' Then. Qcdipus. apxiously, pets from Tocista
more detsils which hagpent 10 neming e of s crieounrer g1 il .sr.ul'
Ocdipus, confusedly. is almnd fest the prophel is seang (oo vlearly

un PAbmwv & pavric f.

Oedipus, in a hall recoil, seems, bicre, 10 admilt the prophet’s kpowledge
Moreover, Oedipus’ informanion whout Laies” aitendants, which gor
respoads with his cncounier g b second conerete tibna s sler
the mention of the cross-roads. of iy role m 1 sy death. Qedipus Gl
that this informatian throws ont light Tdd! l‘]‘)'ﬂ Diagg Vﬁ. o

Although durkngss secis to vannsh, and wruth stands oul in light
Ocdipus. still, suspects Tis role i Lams” death, The story o [aiug” servimt,
who was the only one of Laivs™s purtv 10 escape alive. that (hey wae ol
tucked by several vohbers, hexps the reveul of 1 Qedipus semmons by’
wrvant o make certwn of his story! " The andicnee emotons niight be
hotly stirred, here, for the reason that Ocdipus s not enly ienorant who he
e+, but, he. alsa, s ignorant o} whas hwe is dons,

1t worths noting that the chorus, in the ode that follows Qedipus’ depar-
twre, acknowledges its faith in the oracle™” The wo central stanzas of (he
o’de begin with the statement: hybris creats the monarch 't'lilp g guiet-
vet Tihpayvov, | Such a statement calls for interpretation. It is
interpreted that the chorus prays that Ocdipus will not be guilty. for il he is
he will he desiroyed, |ltogically, in (he light of its apprehension (hal
Teircsias may be rght, but undersiandably in the light of its devorion 1o
Qedipus and the Fact that the evidence is not complete, the chorus hopes
that somehow QOedipus and the gods may be able 10 continue their efforts
together ta save Thebes™™, But Winnington-lngram rightly claims thae if
there is any sense in which Oedipus is arrogant, his pride is Intetlectuzl, He
has too much pride in his keen intelligence: what he must learn- and each-
i that he has been too wrong again'™". So far as | can see, the chorus, here,
censures Qedipus, implicitly, for being over-confident in his knowledge.

64



Je chorus, presumably, reacted thus atter i had heard how closely the
story of Oedipus ¢orresponds 10 the circumstances of Laius’ death. These
deliils are enough ta create for the chorus i very strong probability thal
Ocdipus killed Lanus, in which case Teiresias appears 10 be right aiter all. |
this is true, it beoomes decessary, Lhen, to censure Qedipus’ intelleciual
pride.

Hawever, Sophocles,, by o srohe of geniys, heeps the 1evesl ol us 10
todupcmg the Cornthian messeoper who declies 1he news of Ocdipes
supposed Laher, Polybis' ' Jacetr, on haaing that esndis in the wp-
purcnt proot of the irrelevance ol Lhe chilling nracde She woes on 1o nree
bor seeptieal views on Oedipus’ ', whao goes slong with locasta’ Y R
the news ot Palvbus® death, although it ¢ases Oediprs imvind ol ong half o)
the praphecy, in that he comnne longer ki s Gather soll Teases hirem ans
Wiy bost the other halt, the daneer 0F ocest waly bie poathgr’

Another exasmple of supreme Sophoclean srtisity s seen in his handhing
ol the Cormhun nessenzzer, swhase bhithe wesireption that e can allv s
Bogerinp lears a0 the mind ol Oedipus by 1eseaboe Hat Polybus and
Merope were nwol, s fact, liis p:ir:;[lu' sorve ol 1o mitvasiy Oedipas’
wwnoranee Oedipers beging, consequently . the gaost Tor kis own idemniy
which s the domingnd niovenne ot 1 the centeral pars ol the plos ool the
kpowiedwe which Oedopus pacns canes (0 be tiw cud ol the plas

Beside the durkiess that happenad 1o englose the jardeter o Ladns, wha
is the ciuse of the pligue, OQedipis, now. s conlroated with anonher
darkness that enuwraps his emn wlennny Oedipas. who, gonweall w o
noranl that both axpects of darkness are combingd (oeether, poes on
shed tight on his birth'

The lension nercases ay Oedipus gives 0o eud o Jocesta who, 1 o
desperite attempt (o present Oedipus from braging Hie truvh 1o highi, begs
lum 1o stap asking guestions’ " Jocasta's attenipt (0 restram Ocdipns
(rom ashing further grivstians has been abundantle irterpreied. Jocasta.
winlrary fo Ocdipes, iy o gverige persan s ho wans 10 be seane and 1o

avoid The threat, nov like Oedipies 10 meer i1’ fovasta's desperate .

- r ¥ 1.
winpt cmphasires Gedipus’ regard for the foorly! 1osecenbiates s
deterpnaston 1o knew which is the driviag power ot the play’ " She dans
nat reveal the truth she just cotes to undenskind” — Those opiions aic

el salvabde fne handling Jocnsia™s chomcter Yol ane as conpe e
thn the real function of Sophocles” depicuon ol Jocaska, Nele, iy perhaps.
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to create a eomplete isoladon of Qedipusy, snd 0 precipntaie the ultimale
aatastrophe. Oedipus happens ta be the anly one who fuces darkness, for.
now, the veil is torn for Jocasta Siece she is now aware al the truth. she,
weing that her et1ort s m vain doey 1ot wanlb anul Laras’ servartt cames L
Hut rushes oi1 inta e palace to kil hersell. The sudicnee enotians are
stirred, again, lor the reason that Qedipus is now auly ignarant who he s,
bt he is also, s ignorant of whaet he is dosng,

Now, the action worokls agunst the backygrouna vl the oraculir pro-
phesics of the pods, those eryptic, partial roselations of the divine
knowledge which the human intetlect can not accept or understand wntil
they arc fulfilled™' The chorus, inits iltusion to Cithaeron. in the ode that
fallows Jouasta’s dcparturcw”. 15 preparing 10r 1 very soon revelation of
Oedipus” identity,

Laius' servant, whom Qedipus has sought (or to reveal the merderer's
dentity, comes, very lately, to reveal Ocdipus’ identity'™ . Sophocles has.
bv a srrake of genuas, combined vanim~ dramatic inctions in one person
and thus achicved an astonishinyly voncentrated action, Just as the Conn-
thiun messenger 15 the same nsen who rescued the condemned child on
Cithaeran, sa the Thebeon shepherd wiho handed it over was (he sume who
accampanied Laws an his was ta Delphi, He witnessed the killing and {led
w0 the country with hiy knowledge of the new King's secrer. When he now
appears by arder of the king, he {irst rernses (o speak, as Teiresias did, bul
again Qedipus forces him Lo el the sruth: he. the king, is the son of Laius
who, zlarnied by the prephecy that his son woutd kill bim. had exposed his
child on Cithacron, Ocdipus is an incestuous parricide. With thic
knowledge Ocdipus is led inta insight. Qedipus, here, as most enties rightly
mint out, serves as an example of the fragility of the human knowledge.
Oedipus’ now knowledge g1 the end of the play 15 a recagnition of man's
Enorance.

‘Now, the darkness vanishes, the ignorance is no longer there, and the
light of the truth becomes so distinct that Oedipus, how wishes that he may
om behald it for ever: @ glag,Tehevtalby g npooPrévaiis
vov %, Suddenly, Ocedipus, ashamed of what he has wrought, jabs out
hs own eyes™”. Oedipus® self blinding'® has been variously interpreted.
It is an ect of madness'™, it executes punishment™, and it accomplishes
prity’") To ather critics, Oedipus* menta) blindness is peralleled in his
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#If inflivied physical blindness’ ' If we do examine Ocdipus’ words at the
end of the play. something of interest emerprs. Oedipus says that Apallo
was behwd has blindpess, but only his bands have brought it ahout' . He
prebibly, indicates The prevail of the divine knowludge in contrast with the
human knowledge. The light, in ovher word, the knowledge of the oracle
thul uncovered the darkness, has proved (he igitorance, in other word, the
Hindness of Oedipus. Ocdipus reassures the tdca of his ignorence when he
tells his davghiers thut. before now, he was blind and ignoranit ofle
6p5.w obe icrropwv- ot | So, Cedipus® blindiiess isorgamcally
rclared to the tructure of knowledgy as it upfolds itself for Ocdipus. To ef-
fect dramatic suspense. Sophocles devores the greater part of the play to
the gradual discovery, in the terms of light and darkaess imagery, and
makes Qedipuc himsell the author of 1the revelation,
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The Rigorism of Aristotle in his Poctics
Fact or Fiction? A reply -
By: Fouad S. Ali

Pauw, in delense of Aristotle, lays out, in his article the rigorist of
Aristatle in his poetics: fact or fiction??, an interpretation that calls for a
reconsideration. Pauw sugecsts that when Aristotle lays down rigorous
rules, these naturally pertain to the topmaost Layer of tragedies only, and are
nol for one moment meant to be the masier plan according 1o which all
ragedies must be constructed'?! Upen a closer analysis of Aristotle choice
of words, Paow resumes, it is possible 10 distinguish the ideal tragedy.
Aristotle, deliberately, uses obligatory terms such as ““must’, “should™,
“ought™ and ‘*nceessary’ to refer 1o ideal tragedym. Sofarso goad, but it
desenves attention, here, that while Pauw refutes that rigidity cavers all the
Poetics, he maintaing that it exists where ideal 1ragedy is meanl. Never
theless, Puow does neither argue the justification of some of these rules,
not does he take into consideration the playwright"s frecdom of innova-
tion, Let us examing, gs an example, one of these rigid rules.

One of the four Aristotlcan demands that a dramatist should not ignore
in depicting a tragic character © consistency. Aristotle lays the principle as
thus: **And fourth is congistency, for even il the person being imitated is an
inconsistent sort, and that kind ¢of character has been posited, still he
should be consistently inconsistent”’!¥

Aristotle, here, as elsewhere, is succinct in defining bis tule. He does not
speak about it straight forwardly, but formulates this demand by in-
dicating a special case of imitation; an inconsistent character. If that
characier is premised as inconsistent one, the play-wright has to keep this
inconsistency throughout the course of action that characier akes. [n
representing such a character, consistently incansisient, this accamplishes
the consistency demand. Consistent inconsistency is, as Else cxplains, a
““Melancholy’ state. So the character porirayed as *'consistently inconsis-
ient” will mean that (ke individual’s traits or actians assigned to it should
all spring frem the common concept of **Melancholy’” and thus be ac-
counted for by varving amounts, states, and condiiiens of the same
physiological prin:ip!c”},
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NOow,_ Il an incansistent character can be coosistent when its ingonsisten-
€y oceuls consistently;, on the contrary, an incansistenit character is that
which does not on all occasions react iwecording 1a its original behaviour,
but abruptly <urprieses the andienee with an unexpecied change 1 the
ourse of the action. So, the character, to be consistent, should always
remain the same withoul change or modification in the course of the play.

ft may be obvious that Aristotle demands consisteney in both eharacter
and actions. So does Howcct"". but it murks a difference betwecn the twa
positions that Herace formulates this demand from the view-point of
character, Aristotle from the view-paint of plot canstruction' .

Aristotle's emphasis on plot lies, | assume, behind his giving [phigeneia,
in lphigeneia 1n Aulis, as an example of inconsistent character; for
Iphigeneia as a suppliant is-in Aristotle opinian-unlike her Later seti*™ The
offeace against the law of tragic characlenzation is not required by the plot
and docs not contribute to it. Here. Iphigeneia, in Aristolle’s eyes, has iwo
different chameters speaking 1 twe different situations, In Aristolls, such
chaructenization is not pecessary'”’. For Aristotle, consisteuey denund is
poverngd by probuhility and neeessity rule' " The fault writiczed by
aristorle is that Iphigeneia’s inconsistent behavior stands n oo organic
refation to the plot and its outcome. It shauld fallow of neccesioy orF pro-
bability that a tragic character, being ¢ given kind of persen, will suy or do
gven kinds of [hiﬂgﬁ””.

Iphigeneia's heraism is ingonsisient, to be sure, but is it meantugless, or,
in other words, is Aristotle completcly right in taking it as a defest against
the law of tragic characterization?, Unlike Else 1 do pul find it hootlews 1o
ask such a quesnion. Actually. Else himself could not resist answering it; he
says; Jphigenea’s supplication is certzioly natyral and plausible enouph for
a young gicl, and her decision to welcame martyrdom is conccivable in coer-
min strong ecmouonal states, but Euripides has done nathing (o convinez us
that she is capable of such a state. [phigeneia in her second speech, to use
Aristotle’s own phrase (1454 b 24}, "‘says what the poel dcwires“"z'.

Nevertheless, Else's two crtical potes, on Iphigencia’s sceond speech,
are, both, incapable of convinuing us that Answtle is not Figorous in re
jecting inconsistency in & character. 11 does not seem (o be an abligatory
duty for a playwright, and especially for Euripides, Lo intraducee for & cer-
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@in change in situation of u certain character. Itis, above all, an emotional
slete which owes ils exislence to new circumstances, or a new feeling.

In the case of Iphigenzia’s chunge; she recognizes that she is fighung
against difficult odds, so she sacrifices herself, making the best of a bud
sitwution. For only by relinquishing herlife does Iphigeneia gain het new
friend-us rather her bridegroom. In case she wished to make use of this
friendship 10 prolong her existence, she would have to destrey its necessary
conditians and thus forfeit the friendship itself, for the expedition will not
ket Achiiles save her and if he will do he might be destroyed.

In Iphigencia’s second speach is what (he poet wants te say, still itshould
not be taken as a token of faulty characterizatian, for Anstotle allowed the
poel the frecdom to devise the righl way of trcauting the mythm’.
Euripides did not trace Jphigeneia’s change through its seperate phases, (o
be sure, yet, it is means to be as such, abrupi, for some dramatic purposes.
In fact, Iphigeneia change of heari at the end of the play has been hotly
debated by the crmcs“ﬂ, since Aristotle first objected Lo this alleged in-
consistency in her characterization, But Iphigeneia is not the only incon-
gstent character in QGreek tragedy. there are, also, Agamecnon in the
Ajax””. Meneladas in iphigencia in Auljs“ﬁ' and |smene in Amigum“-”_
Inconsistency of such characters is justified by literatule’s relation with the
“psyche’” in its ability 1o act consistently or the reverse. The playwright
might have been aware of his characters inconsistencies, yet he creats them
thus, for seme dramutic purposes.

The idea »f inconsistent character is widely accepted by many critics.
Webster says; in spite of Aristelle, Inconsistency §s justified by un-
predicated but intelfigible rvactions to ¢ircumstances that may arise in the
oourse of the p!ay“ 8l Conacher aseribes Lhe surprising speed of chunge in a
character to vircurnstanges, also, and (o the dramaust’s requircmcnum’_
Lesky says: the change is related to the conception of the psychologial
rocesses which induce such an altcmpt'm’. The Sudden change of
characters van be seen us Trypanis observes- as o step towards modern
mychological drama'™? Other critics sec thut incansistency has the
privilege of causing a dramnatic effect. A Change of heart withoul the
benelitl of persuasion by athers may be used by a dramatists to heighten
diect'?? Disregard (or strict consisiency in chzracter is, in Kirkwood's
opinion, a legitimate dramatic liberty and it may ¢ven be a dramalic
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rbceésity. By inconsistengy an effect can be achieved thrapgh sicucture or
through the heightening of emotion at a crucial moment'?.

None of these opinions can easily be rejecled in disgussing the con-
sistency congept in Aristotle’s poctics, Indeed il seems wiser o evaluate
characters in the Jight of 1heir sentimenis than to classify sentiments 25 ac-
ceptable or unzccepilable on the basis of premature gvalyation of the
characiers. Marcover, an analysis of the inconsistent characters refated to
the “'psyche’” should be 1aken inte consideration.

Much more could be said on Aristotle's regiorism in the Poetics, yet [

have chosen one example which helps (e show how Aristeile, in some
sense, was 1o¢ rigid in laying down such a principle.
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