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Abstract

This is a Ph. D. thesis written by Ibraheem Ameen Al- Jaf submitted to the Arabic
History and Scientific Heritage Institute for Post- graduate Studies in Baghdad. Tt
consists in collecting and arranging all the approaches of modernists, the rules of jurists
(religious scholars) and the approaches of the historians. They are dealt with one by
one in detail with a comprehensive survey of Islamic history since its very beginning
and its oral transference by story- tellers till its full registration and the appearance of
the science of history and the appearance of systematization among the Muslims,

Since the appearance of historical studies among the Muslims, this study is the
first attempt which tries to apply all the approaches of the modernists, the rule of the
Jurists and the approaches of historians on the historical narratives that extend to our
modern time.

The researcher deals with the historical situation, the reasons that led to it, its
aims, the persons affecting it and its bad effects on the Nation during its time, in one
hand, and on civilization, on the other. He also tackles the science of biographies,
science of causes, disagreements, preferences, transmission of word- of- mouth, the
relation between history and Prophetic Traditions (Hadith) and conspiracies planned
against Islamic history after the third Hijri century.

The researcher discovers that classical books on Prophetic Traditions, biographies,
causes, history, literature, exegesis, genealogies, etc., contain plethora of true and good
narratives concerning, especially, the first and second Hijri centuries; and less
narratives about the third century. He also demonstrates that the history of each nation
has its own special characteristics. This applies particularly to our history which has
deep- rooted and unprecedented relationships with Islamic faith, jurisprudence
(Sharia), moral and spiritual principles.

Therefore, no one has the right to rewrite its history except the natives of this
nation who adhere too its principles, who belong to it and who are strong believers in
its moral and spiritual principles. This goes in line with the Arabic proverb "Citizens of
Mecca know its net of roads better than anyone else."

The thesis also shows that for each nation and period of time, there are special
characteristics, morals and rules of civilization, and they should not be analysed on the
bases of another time or according to the standards of another nation.

The researcher offers numerous and selective examples, the niost important of
which are outstanding Islamic events taken from the first three Hijri centuries. These
examples are dealt with according to the aforementioned approaches.

The researcher feels confident enough to say that the history of the first three Hijri

centuries can be rewritten in accordance with the modern approaches. This can also
apply to the other centuries provided that chains of transmitters are available.
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