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A Modern Fairy Tale: The Literature of
Emancipation Now in the underworld, thinking
and thinking, the maker 0 myths permitted this
story to come into being. This is the story we
brought with us when we emerged.

D. Robert Reid
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Abd el Malek (Anwar): L'orientalisme en crise, Diogéne, 44,
1963.
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Edward (Said): L'Orientalisme, I'Orient crée par I'occident,
Seyil, 1980. )
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- Foucault (Michel) : L'archéologie du savoir, Gallimard, 1969.

- Foucault (Michel) : Lectures Critiques, Editions
universitaires, Paris, 1989.
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Brunschwig (R): Pour ou contre la logique grecque chez les
théologiens- juristes de l'islam, in Etudes d'islamologie, T.I.
Paris, 1976.
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Makdisi (George): * Religion, Law and Learning in

classical islam, collected Studies, 347 (Aldershot: Voir oum
1991).

* Y 'islam hanbalisant” Revue des Etudes
Islamiques, Vol 42, 1974, p.213.
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In contrast to the other desciplines belonging to the ulum al-aw
¢il, Orthodox Islam went much farther in developing a position

regarding logic. while Orthodoxy expressed its distrust of these
other fields of Greek learning simply by Showing a certain
preventive concern, the battle against logic was on opposition
of fundamental importance. if (Orthodoxy) maintained that the
recognition of Aristolte's methods of proof was a serious threat

—001—



to the validity of religions doctrines.
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Swartz: The attitude of Orthodox Islam Toward the ‘‘Ancient
sciences’’ Ignaz Goldziher, in Studies on Islam, New York,

Oxford University Presses 1981, p.p.206-207.
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He maintained that one could learn of the world of the
spherosomly through tradition
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‘“‘with the growing influence of a narrow orthodoxy this
distrust wich the religious circles of Eastern Islam felt for the

warts Ulum al- awa il expressed istself with on increasing
intensity”’
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The Hanbalite Ibn Taymiya unterstood ilm [knowledge] as

referring only that knowlege which derives from the prophet.
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The attitude of Orthodox Islam Toward the ‘‘ancient sciences’’.
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Even the great theologien and exegete Fakhr ad din ar Razi

who in other aspects was very closely associated with
philosophy, did not have much confidence in astronomy.
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“‘He also composed a Special tract under the fitle Radd ala
Akaid al Falasifa”’.
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Peter L Berger: The Sacred canopy: Elements of a Sociological
Theory of religion, New York, 1967.
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Ludwig Wittgenstein: Investigations philosophiques, Paris,

Gallimard, 1995, precedé par Tractatus logico philosophicus,
p.119.
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Eco (Umberto): Sémiotigue et Philosophie du langage, Paris, Puf,
1988, p.40.
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The New Generation of British Orientalists: Prof.

John F.
Healey as an Example
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“The New Generation of British Orientalists: Prof. John F.

Healey as an Example”

Many things have changed in modern times, the old
colonialism has disappeared, and the connections between the
Arab world and the West are evident in several ways. In this time
a new generation of western scholars has appeared, especially in
dealing with Arabic and Islamic subjects, and they have a
different point of view from those of the 18" and 19™ centuries.

This paper deals with the life, professional biography and
travels of Prof. John F. Healey, professor of Semitic languages
and ancient history of the Near East in the Department of Middle
Eastern Studies at the University of Manchester.

He has written many books, articles and studies on the Semitic
languages and the ancient history of the Near East, and the
relations of the people of the Near East with other nations. He also
studied the political, social and commercial and religious aspects
of the ancient Near East in the period from the 3™ millennium
B.C. to the 7" century A.D.

Prof. Healey has concentrated his studies on Ugarit, the
Nabateans, the Palmyrenes and the ancient history of Palestine
and its peoples, such as the Canaanites and Phoenicians. Because
he knows several Semitic languages, such as Nabatean,
Palmyrene, Hebrew, Syriac and others, his knowledge of the area

has become profound and extensive.
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He expresses his opinions and views in many of his writings.
However, this study deals only with selected writings as
examples. We find from these studies his attempts to show the real
Arabism of the area and its peoples and languages.
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A Modern Fairy Tale: The Literature of Emancipation
Now in the underworld, thinking and thinking, the
maker of myths permitted this story to come Into

being. This is the story we brought with us when we

emerged.
Robert Reid’
Uitoto emergence myth. "Was it Not an Illusion?"
(Bierhorst, 41)

Salman Rushdie is "telling a sort of modern fairy tale.”
Approaching his reader in the interspersed monologues, Rushdie
discusses the act of creating a myth that embodies the absurd
separation, suffering and death resulting from the coupling of
East and West (past, present and future). The incredible story of
a~culturation culminates in the "rough beast,” the sphinx of
classical mythology, Eastern as well as Western, that embodies the
spirit of trickster, monster and savior, 'slouching toward
Bethlehem to be born" in an act of negative affirmation. The
novel is the fantastic story of the Forth World being born in a
matrix of violence. Out of the realities of myth, geographical
boundaries, and absurd politics Rushdie's voice weaves the
transgressions that culminate in the destruction of the myths that
made up the previous worlds, making space for the birth of one
World. The desperate, isolated myths are united by virtue of
transgression past the limits of previous moral, geographical and
cultural boundaries. As Foucault says of the disasters of

discourse:

« UAE University College of Humanities and Social Sciences Al-Ain  United Arab
Emirates.
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It is quite likely, as Homer has said, that the gods send
disasters to men so that they can tell of them, and that in
this possibility speech finds its infinite resourcefulness;
it is quite likely that approach of death--its sovereign
gesture, its prominence within human memory--hollows
out in the present and in existence the void toward
which and from which we speak. But the Odyssey,
which affirms this gift of language in death, tells the
inverted story of how Ulysses returns home: ---The gods
send disasters to mortals so that they can tell of them,
but men speak of them so that misfortunes will never be
fully realized, so that their fulfiliment will be averted in
the distance of words, at the place where they will be
stilled in the negation of their nature. Boundless
misfortune, the resounding gift of the gods, marks the
point where language begins; but the limit of death
opens before language, or rather within language, an
infinite space (53-54)

The event being celebrated is a return to our origins via revelation,

and Rushdie's fantasy and vision, of the disastrous sacrifice of the

humane to the gods of the previous Eastern and Western worlds. The

two worlds, approaching each other on an unequal basis, unwittingly

sacrifice human beings in the attempt to preserve the myths forever as

truths without regard for preserving the community sustained by the

myth, created by the human community for the preservation of human, |
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communal life. The end result of being consumed by the very thing
that nourishes both individuals and communities is the death of the
myth through the sacrifice of human beings who preserve the myth.
The gods are not humane. Human beings are humane. The myth is
inextricable from the community of human beings which, in the
process of creating, giving and taking life from the myth, are
consumed by the myth. In the attempt to preserve life forever, the
God's are necessarily sacrificed with the sacrifice of the human
beings, only to be resurrected with the language or the embodiment of
the new myth which lies in the telling of the sacrifice or in the
mirrored event being related by an endless succession of the word or
the logos that grows out of the ground of being.

The voice or trickster figure who mediates between the
simultaneously dying, sacrificed and living realities refers to itself at
various times as mediator, translated man, exile and "the ash tree
Yggdrasil” of pagan Norse mythology. It is through him that the dead,
dying and sacrificed flow, shaping the artistic manifestation that, to
quote Archibald Macleish in "Ars Poetica," is "equal to:/Not true."
Rushdie's experience in this "twilight of the gods" is a mirror, making
it a different event, of Carlyle's presentation of the tree Yggdrasil,
symbol of the great pagan god Odin. The tale is, again, of death and
return; the death of gods through a return by "the way that
is not a way." Carlyle's relation of his particular vision of the charnel
house, the rooms of which are the graves of dead heroes that shaped

the once living realities of dead religions, is summed up by his
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triumphant vision of a return to a world shaped by great men. His
referent to the ash tree Yggdrasil comes in his discussion of the hero
as divinity. Referring to Shakespeare and Goethe as our progenitors,
who shaped the realities that are our Western heritage and our
birthright, he traces the tree to our origins in what he thinks of as the
"primitive" Pagan night. This in itself becomes a kind of forgetting
that presumes linear progression and, as a result, finds that its tomb
and birthplace are simultaneous in space and time. The journey is
circular. Carlyle's Ash-tree of Existence
has its roots deep-down in the kingdoms of Hela or
Death; its trunk reaches up heaven-high, spreads its
boughs over the whole Universe: it is the tree of
Existence. At the foot of it in the death kingdom sit
three Normas, Fates,--the Past, Present, Future; watering
its roots from the Sacred Well. Its 'boughs,’ with their
buddings and disleafings,--events, things suffered,
things done, catastrophes,--stretch through all lands and
times. Is not every leaf of it a biography, every fiber
there an act or word? Its boughs are histories of
Nations. The rustle of it is the noise of Human
Existence, onwards from of old (177).
Carlyle's tree of life becomes Rushdie's tree of Death. The knowledge
of good and evil, bomn of this tree, gives birth to the evil of purity and
the good of transgression.

Rushdie discusses the event that gives rise to the subject of the novel

—VYAu—



in his account of a Pakistani father murdering his only child, a
daughter, because he mistakenly believed her to have made love with
a white, Western European. Rushd'ie relates the reality of the
newspaper account; and he says that the character, Sufiya Zinobia,"
grew out of the corpse of that murdered girl (124)." The Newspaper
account stimulates the imagination of the author who on numerous
occasions discusses with us the characters who grow out of the
sacrifice of his Anna M. (as she differs in his imagination from both
the murdered girl in the newspaper account and his fictional character,
Sufiya Zinobia) on the streets of London. Rushdie creates shards of
characters as transitions in the vision quest to make it possible for us
to suspend disbelief, or be able to believe in his Suftya Zinobia, which
is what this myth-making novel is about or, as the voice says, "Sufiya
Zinobia is about this novel." The actual death of innocence that
involves the killing and sacrifice of human beings to abstract honor
results in a question of whether or not the recurring sacrifice gives
birth to the telling of the story that fends off death or the telling gives
birth to the sacrifice. The original myths or created worlds that (as
Carlyle suggests) make up the attempt of humanity to produce, and in
producing, become the shapers of created, evolving history, reach
toward heaven and (as a whole) testify to the fact that "Heaven is just
a sin away." Unfortunately, that sin is a human sacrifice that is the
death of the god meant to be preserved. This is the paradox of the
history of all human effort summed up in the myth of Sisyphus,
whether the reality of the subject or event gives birth to the language
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of the telling or the telling, the myth that provides the shaping of
history gives birth to the sacrifice of god in finite, historical reality.
The ftrickster, outside the time of the event and the event is (as
Rushdie's exiled voice definitely is) beyond good and evil. It is
neither good nor evil, but in the telling of the tale, is the cause of both
to happen. The voice himself, shaped by the history of the event that
stirs his imagination to tell the story is convinced, unlike Carlyle, that
no individual event or individual person is totally responsible for the
demonic spirit that sacrifices the half god, haif human divine. The
telling of the tale shapes the future recurrence of the necessary evil
(Death). The story wards it off with the relation of the transgression
that is the affirmation of nothing. The artifice transforms the event
into tragedy and the life is in the telling. The killing, in the realities of
the people involved, has already happened. Rushdie, as Nietzsche's
madman suggests, is relating the news. The news, as always, is
belated.

As Rushdie says, people born and "living in the aftermath of
the death of God and of tragedy---cannot imagine [from the actual
reported event] that men will sacrifice their dearest love on the
implacable altars of their pride” (123-4). Something is dead, but out of
that death comes the space for the birth of something else, the telling
of other tales about "how we suffer, how we are delighted and how we
may triumph" (Baldwin 94). Rushdie's image of the tree Yggdrasil
takes Carlyle's advice that dead religion should own itself dead.
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Sometimes 1 do see myself as a tree, even, rather
grandly, as the ash Yggdrasil, the mythical world-tree of
Norse legend. The ash Yggdrasil has three roots. One
falls into the pool of knowledge by Valhalla, where
Odin comes to drink. A second is being slowly
consumed in the undying fire of Muspellbeim, realm of
the flame-god Surtur. The third is gradually being
knawed through by a fearsome beast called the Nidhogg.
And when fire and monster have destroyed two of the
three, the ash will fall, and darkness will descend. The
twilight of the gods: a tree's dream of death (92)
The novel Shame is Rushie's dream of the death of the gods. The
exiled trickster, to whom both East and West are simultaneously
foreign and home, mediates between realities, telling us as Baldwin
suggests in “Stranger in the Village," "the world is no longer
Ethnocentric, Eurocentric or White; and it will never be White again"
(555). Only Nishapur, the home of the original Persian poet and
philosopher, to which the remainder of the character's return, is left
standing at the end of the novel. The sham true dynasty has been
destroyed by and with the monster that knaws the last of the other two
roots.
The beginning and the end of the novel are the same. Rushdie
introduces the novel with the already dead family tree that traces the
rise and fall of the dynasty of characters that are grist for the subject of

the novel. The movement of the novel is circular and is, like its life, in
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the telling. The story begins with the voice going backward to start
forward. Old Mr. Shakil, having put his house in chaos, curses God
and dies. He commends his soul to the devil. His three daughters
Chunni, Munnee and Bunny Shakil transgress his honor by copulating
with the condescending, soulless, Angrez officers who are the last
contingent of the British Empire remaining in the town. This act of
transgression of the collective identity of the sisters clears out a space
in the mores of the community for their shameless existence,
supported by selling off the old man's collection of artifacts stored in
the prison that Nishapur has become.

The product of the uncivilized coupling is the new scientist and
poet who, though he becomes a great immunologist, does not write a
line of poetry. All three women take credit for the birth which
introduces Carlyle's "hero as poet.” Product of the grotesque, Omar
Khayyam Shakil is the embodiment of shamelessness and the reductio
absurdum of the mythic hero for whom he is named. He is the poet in
shackles, as Rushdie says, "He has already been ankle hung." All the
clements of the old Khurasan (province of Q in Shame) are here.
Omar Khayyam's home city, Nishapur, is now the prison home or
mother country as Rushdie refers to the home of Omar Khayyam
Shakil. The home of both was, to the original eclectic world of
Khurasan, the origin of civilization and a representation of freedom,
evidenced by the very genre of the ruba'iyat, the form that made both
praise and criticism possible. Now it is a prison, a microcosm of the

world in which freedom is bought at the
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expense of exile and hope lies in the telling of the tragic tale. Nishapur
is the mythical Pakistan that is not quite Pakistan in Rushdie's
imagination. It is simultaneously all
the cities of the world from Londen to Karachi and Khurasan. Q is the
world that, contrary to popular opinion, is round. If you fall off of it,
the fall like that feared by
Omar Khayyam Shakil, is subjective, and is the enervation and
impotence described by Eliot when he describes J. Alfred Prufrock
and other empty men. Exile from a particular world can be your
salvation, as Rushdie suggests,
"My story, my fictional country exists, like myself, at a
slight angle to reality. I have found this off-centering to be
necessary; but its value is, of course, open to debate. My
view is that I am not writing only about Pakistan” (24)
Also, as the voice of the novel suggests, there is a way that the story is
Eastern. The realization is of the story of Rushdie's fictional country
as the home to which all of us return; the original Eastern oneness in
which we are all rooted. The origin of civilizations, that point at which
they all originate and all come together is a space in
time where what Peter Avery in his introduction to The Ruba'iyat of
Omar Khayyam calls the pantheism of Sufi poetry.
Its origins lie in a deeply rooted oriental acceptance of
nature's oneness, a concept which may or may not
include a belief in a divine creator in or outside the
natural order (19).
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Just as Omar Khayyam was called into the service of the Sufis
because, "people tired of the fanatically imposed restrictions of a
rigorous and legalistic religious code,” (Avery 113) so he has been
incorporated into Rushdie's vision quest. His voice as it translates the
mythic realities is the constant. The one thing certain in the finite
world is death. All stories are about death and the return to oneness,
the only means of fending off death. Here, the tribals are still in the
mountains, however due to confusions in perception, hell is above and
earth is the roof of heaven, through earth's crevices come the angels
rather than vice versa. The impinging forces of China, Russia, Turkey,
Britain and America are there as the same geographical six directions
with Khurasan as the seventh and the center. Now Khurasan is the
World. The realization of the origin of civilization as well as the
dionysian return via the grotesque or animal is subjective. Salvation
lies in seeing, just as it always has. Death lies in the failure to see or in
the faulty vision of false prophesy. The threat to Nishapur and
Khurasan, however, is now inside just as the threat to individuals is
subjective. Raza Hyder (the fundamentalist general) and his wife
Bilquis (the movie mogul's daughter) give birth to their own
destruction. Sufiya, the fantastic sphinx, is the daughter that--in a
sense--springs full grown from Raza Hyder's head, controlled by
Bilquis' vision that is the anima of Maumoud the Woman (Bilquis'
father; so named because in a Muslim world he assumed the role of a

woman, raising Bilquis).
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The eclecticism of the old Khurasan is still here, reduced to
"the sound and the fury signifying nothing” in. the caricatures that
embody the false prophets attacked by the followers of Sufism
throughout history. The attempt by these poets and divines (the Sufis)
is as always to bring down the scribes and pharisees who, with their
prostitution of the temple, have returned to the grotesque, killing life
as service to God. The result of this attempt remains the same. The
caricatures pursue subjective versions of the original vision to the
reductio absurdum of all human experience, leaving a trail of
sacrificial human beings, until they are all united in the death that
comes as the affirmation of nothing. The representations of the
original sects, philsophers, poets, mothers, gods, myths, beasts and
dragons are all here in the persons represented on the family tree,
Inside the caricatures, in the form of the anima that controls them, is
their inherent will to destruction and to sacrifice. Outside the walls of
the houses of the representational "great” are "midnight's children”
who, acting as the chorus for the drama, function with the tribals as
symbols of the real sacrifice of the innocents whose contribution by
dying canonizes them. The same is true of the "great" who, in their
killing and, through the killing, their suicide as a result of their being
both the product of their victims and inextricably tied to their victims,
join the whole in death. All the characters, heroes of a mock epic
journey through life, leave Q and go to what Rushdie or the voice calls
"the great whore,” Karachi; and this city has a name that we

recognize. Now when he intervenes to place his fairy tale in the world
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we are able to believe that he is talking about the Bhuttos, General Zia
and the gang of politicians and mulla's that rule the world. The anima,
not realized as false vision, that is the dream of life pursued by the
characters, originates in the theatres of "Maumoud the Woman". The
chorus of street urchins that pursue Maumoud are representative of the
demonic. In this newly formed land and "developing democracy” the
weak in the myth can prevail. Maumoud the Woman comes from the
street urchins to build an imaginary empire of theatres, the art of
which is, like that of Hollywood, an illusion to replace an
unacceptable reality. A land where all men are kings and all women
are queens, virtue is rewarded and greatness is possible if you only
follow the script with blind faith, and Bilquis does. As the novel
focuses on the narrative of the women, Bilquis marries into the
dynasty. Her story begins with the relation of Raza Hyder, at that time
a captain in the army, discovering her after the bombing of her father's
theatre. The bombing destroyed her one progenitor, Maumoud, and
left her naked. Raza saves her, bringing her clothes which the street
urchins chant, are clothes robbed from the dead. Bilquis escaped the
bombing, but the explosion took her clothes, symbolically taking
everything except her Hollywood illusions. Her inheritance from
Mahmoud the woman is the myth acquired when,

~--night after night, she studied the giant, shimmering

illusions of princesses who danced before the rackety

audience beneath the gold-painted equestrian figure of

an armoured medieval knight who bore a pennant on
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which was inscribed the meaningless word Excelsoir.
Illusions fed illusions, and Bilquis began to carry herself
with the grandeur beﬁtti;lg a dream-empress, taking as
compliments the taunts of the street urchins in the
gullies around her home: "Tantara" They greeted her as
she sailed by: "Have mercy, O gracious lady,
“O Rani of Kansi!" Kansi-Ki-Rani they named her—
queen of coughs, that is to say of expelled air, of
sickness and hot wind (61).
The capitalistic dream of Maumoud the Woman and the Western
dream of Hollywood, with a romantic and chivalric tradition going
back to the courts of King Arthur in Western mythology and the
crusades of knights serving their god and their lady engender the
empty theocracy of the fundamentalist Raza Hyder. Sufia Zinobia is
born in shame and the sacrifice results that is the event inherent in the
recurring story of the death of god.

This Rani of Khansi will spend her life in the prison of her
fundamentalist knight (General Raza Hyder) condemned to be the
mother of the embodiment of female shame, "sickness and hot wind."
The one godly (Old Razor Guts Hyder, himself) will complement
Iskander in both producing the events that herald the death of God and
in carrying out the divine plans born of the darkness of the movie
houses and the divine, Maulana Dawood. The end product of Raza's
and Bilquis' disaster is not the prince who inherits the throne, but the
half-witted sphinx that revenges the death of God, transcending shame
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through the purity of viclence.

The characters that make up the family tree, as politics make
strange bedfellows, become one family. This tree, as opposed to
Carlyle's Tree Yggdrasil, breathes the stories and "illusion fed
illusions" that originate in the dark void of Maumoud the Woman's
theatre and the void of Bilquis' mind. Raza Hyder's fundamentalism
will lead him to kill the movie executive, Sindbad Mengal, because
Bilquis is involved with him. The killing is symbolic. “The genitals
had been severed and inserted into the rectum.” (110) In punishment
for her sins, Bilquis is afflicted with the girl child, Sufiya Zinobia, the
receptacle of the family shame who, as a result of her suffering,
transcends her finite prison to become the rumored beast that brings
down her father's mock theocracy. She is plagued by immune
syndrome illnesses, following her immersion into the grotesque,
where she pulls the heads off "Pinkie" Aurangzeb's domesticated
turkeys and eats their insides. Omar Khayyam Shakil, poet-scientist as
hero, misogynist, and hollow man (as empty as the disemboweled
turkeys) is attracted to her physical beauty. The "uncivilized” act of
his three mothers in his production appears to be the event that shapes
him. He falls hopelessly in love with a child who graduaily develops a
seven to nine year old mentality. They are married. He makes an
attempt with the weapons of his knowledge to imprison "the beast”
after he and Raza discover that she is the serial killer foraging about
the 6ountry, luring men with the hypnotic powers of her cat-like eyes

that focus and draw them into the copper light of the grotesque. Afier
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satisfying the lust of the beast, she snaps their heads off and eats their
insides, thus destroying the empty vessels in revenge for the shame
she suffers. Iskander Harappa marries Rani Humayan, and they give
birth to Iskander's primary disciple, Arjumand Harappa, to be
nicknamed Ironpants. Iskander becomes the primary political
opponent of Raza Hyder's military and fundamentatist dreams.
Iskander's vision is Western progress and Raza's vision is Eastern-
fundamentalist-in appearance. They only appear to be different; their
actions and politics are the same. The whole family is gradually
becoming, as Rushdie says of oppression, “a garment of one piece."
Political intrigue is a deadly, hypocritical game; and the
characters, as they gradually fade into the grotesque, commit acts that
rival Sufiya Zinobia's gory acts. Sufiya wanders the country attacking
people indiscriminately as Harappas and Hyders rise and fall. On the
advice of Maulana Dawood, the divine, Raza Hyder as General kills
the tribals to insure the tranquility of the gas wells as Iskander makes
sure all is well on the political front by killing off their enemies (the
people) in service to god and country. Gradually the entire group
transgresses to a point of no return where good becomes evil and evil,
good. As totally evil characters there is no finite salvation, nor is there
the understanding that might change the process. Any inspection of
the dark interior of the grotesque minds is as the narrator puts it
"unspeakable.” As the beginning and the end near, Rani, in true tribal
fashion, weaves Iskander's atrocities into the shawls that signal the

inevitable return. Rani weaves the allegorical shawl that is the human
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sacrifice of all innocence. She depicts Iskander choking Sufiya

Zinobia to death. The representational characters condemn themselves

to godlessness with the human act of killing human beings; and Rani

depicts the scene with KGB, CIA and perhaps the "great Zedong

himself" in the background as
Iskander the assassin of possibility, immortalized on a
cloth, on which she, the artist, had depicted his victim as
a young girl, small, physically
frail, internally damaged: she had taken for her model
her memory of an idiot, and consequently innocent,
child, Sufiya Zinobia Hyder (now Shakil), gasping and
empurpled in Iskander's unyielding fist; and the
autobiographical shawl, the portrait of the artist as an
old crone, that self-portrait in which Rani had depicted
herself as being composed of the same materials as the
house, wood, brick, tin, her body merging into the fabric
of Kohenjo, she was earth and cracks and spiders, and a
fine mist of oblivion clouded the scene; that was the
fourteenth shawl, and the fifteenth was the shawl of the
fifteenth century, the famous poster, recreated in thread,
Iskander pointing at the future, only there was nothing
on the horizon, no dawn-fingers, just the endless waves
of night (213).

The shawls trace the dynasty to its affirmation of nothing as Iskander’s

finger points to his vision of a new world order and we discover the
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darkness of the dionysian of which "all the king's men" have become a
part.

The shawl, by the "old crone" is the narrative of the woman as
she returns to the earth, becoming a part of the original oneness of the
East. From Earth she came and to Earth she returns. Only the anima as
it is represented by the story that is the recorded event remains. This
"old crone" becomes the androgenous narrator or voice of Midnight's
Children. This voice is the embodiment of the trickster transformer.
Having passed through Coyote country (to utilize a Native American
metaphor), the voice, like Lazarus, does speak from the grave, and
with the death song embodies the life of the third world born with the
gesture of Sufiya Zinobia as she dies leaving the embodiment that is
her story.

And then the explosion comes, a shock-wave that
demolishes the house, and after it the fireball of her
burning, rolling outwards to the horizon like the sea, and
last of all the cloud, which rises and spreads and hangs
over the nothingness of the scene, until I can no longer see
what is no longer there; the silent cloud, in the shape of a
giant, grey and headless man, a figure of dreams, a
phantom with one arm lifted in a gesture of farewell (317).
From void to void, an affirmation of nothing, her gesture is a
representation of death in the image that she made, clearing out a

space in the darkness for the telling of the death song that is a return to
the void from which we come.
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