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Pedication

To all those camel herders who spent
endless days patiently journeying under
the searing heat of the sun, whose feet
were scorched, but resolve undimin-
ished, challenging the harshness and se-
verity of the desert,

To all those camel herders who
braved the stinging pain of wind blown
sand, heads bent against the onslaught
of relentless desert winds,

To all those camel herders who
spent endless, dreary nights numbed by
the desert cold; specks of human life in
a desolate wilderness, their isolation in-
tensified by the sounds of nocturnal
desert animals,

To all those camel herders whose
lonely chants to their camels still rever-
berate through the hills and echo across
deep valleys and desert plains,

To all those camel herders who have
existed with only the sky as their cano-
py and a carpeting of sand beneath their
feet,

I dedicate this book

Abdullah Hamad Al-Mekhyal
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One of the reasons behind my determination to produce the film ?In
the Hoof Tracks of Camels?, and publish this book, (which bears the
same title), is to invite both viewers and readers to contemplate the way
in which the Almighty has shaped the camel. Indeed, God, in His sev-
enth heaven urges us to think of the way in which camels are fashioned:
?Why do you not look to the camels and see how they have been
formed??. These are the words of Allah in his Holy Book.

The shape of the camel is worthy of consideration and deep
thought. Perhaps the simplest illustration is the way in which the neck
of the camel is curved, giving this noble animal both a beautiful and
majestic appearance. It is indeed regrettable that many a secret sur-
rounding this patient creature is yet to be discovered in relation to its bi-
ological make up and character. Research and study have so far failed
to reveal many aspects surrounding the physical characteristics of this
creature. It is for this reason, that we, as Arabs, have a duty to shed light
on many aspects surrounding this magnificent animal whose history has
been so closely associated with our own.

When we consider the habits and intelligence of camels and the
way they stay in close proximity to their owners, we find that this su-
perb beast is exceptionally loyal and endowed with strong feelings that
bind it to its owner. This is characterized in its obedience and prompt,
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almost automatic responses to the voice of the camel herder.

Another quite unusual, even unique characteristic of camels, is the
close relationship enjoyed not only between the female camel and her
offspring, but also among the offspring themselves. This can be wit-
nessed in the camel corral where camels gather together during the
night. It can also be seen at a time of danger.

On a branding day for camels, I witnessed a young male camel,
hobbled and made ready for the branding iron. The little one made a
great commotion, protesting and calling for help; suddenly not only his
mother but also his elder sister by two years, came rushing ahead of the
mother, thundering and roaring in an attempt to protect him. She ran
about us in circles in an attempt to keep us away from him. This admir-
able attitude of close family ties was so astonishing to me that I
couldn?t help making the comparison between camels and humans,
who now seem to be torn further and further apart from their traditional
values, and natural instincts.

Another reason for my selecting the subject of camels is the his-
torical role played by camels in the Arab Peninsula. Camels have in-
deed represented the basic elements of life and survival. They have
been one of the most important foundations of Arab desert society, for
both the traveler and the settler.

Camels milk was the basic food of Bedouins and camel hair was
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regarded as essential in the weaving of cloth for garments and tents.
This basic cloth provided essential protection from long, cold winter
nights. The camel itself was the means of transportation from one end
of the vast ocean of the desert to the other. This was particularly impor-
tant since Bedouin society, as distinct from all other societies, was no-
madic, and the camel their only means of transportation.

Camel droppings were used as one of the main fuels in Bedouin
society. Dried manure was used to create slow burning, cooking fires
and heat during the cold desert nights. Bedouin women would wash
their hair with camels urine in an attempt to delouse themselves and
give their hair a lighter and more shiny look. Furthermore, certain Bed-
ouins would drink camels urine during the spring months, believing it
to have medicinal properties derived from the essence of various effica-
cious desert plants. This was used in the treatment of certain diseases.

Progress and technological advancement have cast aside many as-
pects of our culture and civilization, and overshadow many facets of
our heritage. For this reason, I feel we all have a duty to conserve those
facets before it is too late.

With God?s help, I have been able to document the lifestyle of a
people living outside the reaches of the information media. I trust that
we have succeeded in part in shedding some light on our culture. A cul-
ture in danger of extinction and worthy of preservation.
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Historical introduction

When a Bedouin is bored with monotonous life in front of fireplace and
his tent columns he starts to look for adventure as a chance to show his
courage and boldness. As these adventures had been repeated they became
more common and organized till they resulted in awesome meaning in the
entire desert that is known as (Al Ghazo) the invasion. The limited work
chances and bad need that is clear in poverty had imposed invasion as the
only obsession upon Bedouin. The invasion adversity that flared up in this
desert through mountains, valleys, and plains as well as the hopes of the in-
dividuals and the groups who had started this war sought after one purpose
which was capturing some camels because camels have the constituents of
life and the processing of living within the individual and the group as well
as these camels are the prop for the Bedouin society in nomadic life.

The milk of camel is the main food for this community and its hair is
the garment in the winter cold and long nights. As the nomadic life is what
distinguishes the Bedouin society from other ones. So that, without the
camel Bedouin can not travel through the wild endless desert.

These rugged defiles and wildernesses of desert will not be smoothed
out except by camel's hoofs and its endurance. A Bedouin can not carry
anything of his luggage rather he can not carry himself through the wide
wild desert only by the camel. It is the camel which endures loads and ena-
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bles the Bedouin to discover and travel through desert.

A little worm of the earth does not eat any colonnade for the Bedouin
because he always travels seeking after water and grass. The alternating of
the seasons of the year and the changing of the situations in the desert bring
up the obsession of traveling within the resident's mind. This will not be
done except by the camel as it is the means of connection in the endless
desert.

A group of camels means (Zoud). This appellation becomes clear after
the prevailing of the spirit of invasion in all over Arabian Desert. For the
owner of camels, it also means defending camels with all his power. Life
becomes worthless for the sake of these camels even if that requires facing
the death. History is still mentioning how many people have died because
of camels.

W)




31 8101y e i

Mﬁyemiww;wu.suaujﬂlﬁ_awp 5.9l e
Ty pabadll o Jomly ggd aadadll (99340 5)10) o gcb-“ ia e Joglo
Iius Chyns 58 pahadll e Slies ce o Ll ua) Jad LY Bl ol o
Y e Busly S jaasg 330 BL lostl

053 g Slann Jlll Jlglo (nal Loay allie 3llad Jaml Sl gony LS
‘Jmt\.uu'e‘_\ajum,.@us coe L QB o (0985 IS Ales
8T ladll Jazey ol 1gs Janild (61 slall ¥La (b paladll 1S5 311
Ay el day B 5gually ay <Y le 3o Taaly Lags

et Bl Ml i et Ll ) gl sl g )
Loyl doglail ods 3ale CaTs LoS (gages ping daydious doglas
339yl gy pubad ole Zpaadl Aoyl ubad ole 31 Ll 301 23
d.a:-.“ MJ.AE" NS ¢CL4.U| 3ala (4o B33paia sols & 280 )LmyLoub
¥ e il o

‘”3 oLl 1a alaba 38,8500 il o2ia JS& S5 ¥ ok J135 Y
'_).” oJL\Y LAb.u-‘ LgJLa.uj LGA-:A:\ O ‘_,c).u u'sb.cyuam Y} LﬁL&b
Cas e e Y g Lo ey ad (JLaY1 el s b slsnll 4l oy

|MLA_9¢LM).|4.9.>-_96‘@¢JQ.¢J‘ |.LA4_A_>_9.|‘_,£;LAL.\_M§’L,:.|‘)JL£
M\JEAUJLMLALJLQ‘_,L)HU.ijLJ;Jhuw M‘)—Aybﬂyt

Grazing and Camels Controlling

With the first light of dawn shepherd's long day duties start in control-
ling the affairs of the herd. He walks around the camels looking at the cam-
els making sure that a milch she-camel does not walk away from the herd.
He knows the herd one by one and recognizes each one from the other.

He releases the shackle of the camel after it has been chained all the
night because the mating process is going on under the control of the shep-
herd. Shackling of the camel is considered a fulcrum for the herd in emer-
gency because camel in this status makes the herd calmer and not much
afraid because it is regarded as the third leader after the shepherd and the
riding camel.

What is bewildering in the conduct of camels is that when they walk af-
ter the riding camel they form vertical straight lines. Generally, these separ-
ate straight lines are formed according to age and to the parturition condi-
tion. For example, the mated camels form a separate line from the milch
she-camels as well the barren ones.

Camels still form these separate lines as long as the shepherd is over his
riding camel. They are not attracted to the grazing land to their right or left
following the shepherd's control and giving him the choice in specifying a
better grazing land. They follow his wish not theirs.

The shepherd does not find any difficulty in leading the herd to any di-
rection he wants. This is not an easy matter because it requires a special
way in grazing that depends generally upon the contradiction of the direc-
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tion of the herd at the beginning of breaking in. So, if the camels go to-
wards the north he goes with his riding camel contrarily towards the south
in order to control the herd.

Some shepherds keep and hold the young camels preventing them from
following their mothers at the pasture and that will let the mothers near the
shepherd and the riding camel. This is called (Al Maghoor) the subdued for
the people of camels. The subdued makes the shepherd in more control of
the herd. It is the orbit that camels go around it. The pillars of the subdued
which are the young camels, the riding camel, and the camel (the male
one) represent the safety of the camels from running away and loss.

In the running away situations the subdued represents the magic wand
that makes the herd comes back because the young camels are held by the
shepherd, the camel is tied up with ropes, the riding camel is hampered by
its chain, and the singing of the cameleer all of these things mean for the
camels that the centre of control is still found and stable. This makes the
camels do not run away and come back to shepherd.

There are skillful shepherds who do not hold any camel but the riding
camel. They can gather the wandering herd through the cameleers' song.
The taming process of the camels is considered as a matter of pride among
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the shepherds because it is based on the knowing of the camels to the cam-
eleers' song of the shepherd, the camel's grumble and the speed of arrival.
Camels shepherd's job requires skillfulness, acumen and intelligence simi-
lar to the cattleman of sheep that his job is easier than the camel shepherd.
With the cattleman, Maraiea* remain around the donkey. They follow the
donkey to anywhere because they have grown from the time of being
lambs and the donkey is near to them as if it was the condition of the future
taming. This Maraiea do not

leave the chained donkey even for a one span that makes all sheep calm
in the grazing land. Many cattlemen make a symbolic shape from wood
and tatters that is very much similar to the cattleman.

This shape is called a scarecrow (Mekhial) that takes the role of the cat-
tleman when he is absent to do some private things for a long time.

The cattleman's job is easy and does not need a high skill on the oppo-
site of the camel grazing that needs an expert shepherd who experiences
camels, knows camels' nature and their way in grazing. Whereas, many
people think that camels suffer jinn possession because they are moody and
furious from time to another. When camels see wandering herd they follow
it as well they become excited by any arousing thing around them.
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Camel Is a Perfect Animal in Desert

Camel's wide hoof and the accuracy of its legs form are of its creat-
ing features to adapt to desert. It can walk on the land of the sandy
desert in addition it can with these rubbery flabby hoofs walk in the
rugged lands.

The form of the camel's body helps it to sit in solid lands and endure
staying there for long periods because of the dry and sclerotic cells at
kneels, elbows and callus. By that, camel can easily sit depending upon
the sclerotic base that lies behind the chest and is known by (Al Zour)
thorax.

The length of the camel's neck helps it in getting up his big body.
When it starts to rise, it extends its long neck ahead to help it in balance
and rising from its stall. Furthermore, the length of the neck gives cam-
el luster and beauty in general form.

The upper split lip of camel that is covered with hard rough hair helps
it in touching and eating thorny plants of desert. Moreover, the absence
of gallbladder from the camel's digestive system helps it to eat big
amounts of food and for long hours. This feature helps it to form great
amounts of grease and fat needed in order to be saved in the hump that
helps it to endure difficult situations in drought and starvation seasons.
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The full and upright hump of camel indicates good food and situa-
tion but not to water tank as many think.

The ability of camel to endure thirst for four days in summer makes
it ideal for adapting to desert that suffers lack of water. Camel reserves
moisture inside its body more than other mammals. This moisture does
not evaporate from its skin through perspiration as much as other ani-
mals. Also, its hair helps in reserving moisture within its body. It does
not perspire unless the temperature is more than 40 . When camel feels
thirsty a part of its hump melts that leads to a release of hydrogen,
which is in the fat, integrating it with oxygen that camel inhales. Thus,
water comes out of this process which enables it to endure thirst for a
long period.

What is also unusual is the urination process of camel which is not
coupled with a loss of a large quantity of water. So, the urine of camel
is condensed.

When camel comes to water it can drink about 10 to 20 liters per
minute, while in winter when grass is plentiful camel stays all the peri-
od without coming to water due to the moisture in the grass which
serves as a substitute for water.
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Reproductionof Camel

To shepherds, camel submits to ac- = 7Y
curate standards. These standards are o S8
know as beauty standards that are based = glg =
on the bigness of the head, length of the — == ==
lips, length of the neck, length of front _>
and back legs, position of the hump to %‘A B
the back, and shortness of the tale.

Many times the shepherd keeps the camel with the subdued but the
camel which is considered to be the third leader after the shepherd and
the riding camel in view of that the whole herd generally contains one
camel or only two ones utmost. So, it is distinguished from she-camels.
Many times camels, the males, compete within the herd for control,
mastery and getting the appearance of power in front of she-camels.
Some times one of the two camels dies when the conflict breaks out
with the shepherd's inattention that always keeps chaining the strongest
and leaving the other with the herd.

Camel excites when it becomes cold at the beginning of winter at
which it becomes a bad-tempered. Its mouth waters, its grumble and food
become little and it looks atrophied, in addition the she-camel desires the
camel at this time. The mating process within the herd generally goes on
under the control of the shepherd that the she-camel reproduces after one
year and nurses its young camel for one year. So that, shepherd does not
give the camel the free choice in mounting she-camels.
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i Also, he uses camel as the first check

of the pregnancy (Eshar) of the she-
- camel. Camel is induced to the she-camel
_ that was mounted before ten days to make
~ sure of its pregnancy signs. These signs
are the raising of the head and the tale. If
the shepherd does not see this signs he
will let the camel mounts the she-camel
again. With the oncoming of parturition time the she-camel starts low
groaning, moves its tale and starts to isolate itself from the herd little by lit-
tle. Each time the fetus pokes it from inside it walks with no direction and
stays away from the other she-camels. When the pains of parturition are in-
creased the she-camel sits lying down to right and left in order to facilitate
the coming out of its newborn camel from its uterus. The newborn camel
stands at its legs after three hours from parturition. It starts discovering
around its mother till it finds the udder and starts nursing. Shepherd does
not allow this newborn to nurse without arranging the nursing through us-
ing a cover for the udder that is called.

(Al Shamalah) *

He shares the newborn with the milk as the udder produces extra
amounts of milk for the needs of the newborn. So, he covers the end
of the udder and leaves its front of for the newborn to nurse. She-
camel continues in producing milk for a whole year unless it is ferti-
lized. The milk of the she-camels is distinguished by snow-white
colour, but its taste is different according to the kind of grazing land
and the age of the she-camel where the milk of the primipara is testi-
er than that of the old one.
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The Blending Precess “(Al Tathier]

Shepherd's intelligence and his good management make him more
expert and aware in managing the issues of the herd in addition to over-
come all its problems. The herd is not void of parentless newborn cam-
el or a bereaved she-camel which yearns its dead newborn. Hence,
shepherd does not stay looking at this parentless newborn or that yearn-
ing bereaved but rather he makes a strange and brilliant process that is
called Al Tathier (blending) at which he can join between the bereaved
she-camel and the parentless newborn camel.

The blending idea is based on stuffing the uterus of the she-camel
with big pieces of cloths in addition to closing up its nose which means
closing up the air entrances from the front and behind but leaving the
mouth. In this situation the she-camel is leaved among the herd for
some hours till it becomes tired and sits down. Hence, the newborn
camel which is wanted to be blended is brought and put beside it. After
that, shepherd motivates the feelings of the she-camel through the
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grumbling of the young camel. If he notices that the reaction of the she-
camel is to take care of that young camel he starts to unravel and lift the
cloths from its back as a reward for its response of acceptance. Little by
little he lifts the band from the nose when the young camel starts suck-
ling from the new mother.

When looking at the blending process purpose we will see that its I
significance is a mere psychological one. Shepherd sees that this she-
camel has hidden maternity feelings inside it for its dead newborn cam-
el and it is ready more than other she-camels to accept this parentless
young camel rather it still produces milk to feed the young camel.

The blending process is just a psychological inspiration of the she-
camel to suffer the parturition process and with the extreme tiredness of l
preventing air it will remember the parturition pains. Thus, through
blending it will suffer the same pains of parturition. Suddenly, it will
find the newborn camel beside it. All these things that the shepherd
makes use of them skillfully will achieve the relation between the par-
entless young camel and the bereaved she-camel
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Youny Camel (Al Baw)

When one of the young camels dies, shepherd does not let the milk
of its mother gives away even if he does not find any other young cam-
el in the herd to blend it to that bereaved she-camel. The milk in the ud-
der of the she-camel will give away if it does not nurse. The she-camel
produces milk just when it is nursing only. Here, shepherd is obligated
to do the Baw process that is to strip off the skin of the dead young
camel and stuffing it with pieces of cloths to make the body of the dead
young camel apparent. This process is called the young camel process
(Al Baw).

Whenever the shepherd wants to milk the she-camel he makes it
smelling the smell of the fur of its young camel that it still recognizes
and does not deny. Thus, the udder will start producing milk.

If all shepherds drink the milk of she-camels, there are some who
drink its urine.

At the beginning of the spring when she-camels are full of the grass,
shepherd goes to one of the maidens of the she-camels and takes some
of its urine mixing it with the milk, and then he hardly drinks the mix-
ture because of its bitterness. Shepherd thinks that this mixture is just
the extract of all the herbs of desert. These herbs have many therapeutic
and protective benefits. They disinfect stomach and intestines. So, he
always keeps on preparing this mixture once a year because he thinks
that it is the best protective way from all diseases.
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Branding is ambiguous marks that are put in different places of the
came] body by burning. These marks are the indications that distinguish
the individuals' property. The shapes and the places of the branding are
different. The shape of the branding is related to the hereditary factors
of the shapes and places of the forefathers' branding. Everyone is in ac-
cordance with the branding of his ancestors. When the newborn com-
pletes his first year it must be branded on one of his sides in the brand-
ing that distinguishes the herd. That is the glowing fire and the blaze of
the brands prevail its embers waiting for the shepherd to burn the young
camel that is thrown on the ground with loud grumble. That branding is
inevitable. It is the property and it is the mark that distinguishes the
wandering camels.
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The Colours of Camels

* Yellow colour of camels is the most
widespread ones in the Arab peninsula.

* Most of the Hejin, the wellborn camels,
are of the red colour.

* Al Maghateer, the white camels, are the
most beautiful and expensive camels.

* Al Majaheem are the black colour cam-
els, Al Majaheem she-camels are the most producing ones for milk, but
they are the most slow and of little respond to the cameleers' song.

* Al Shaal camels are of the colour between yellow and red.

* Al Shageh camels are similar in colour to Al Maghateer of the
white colour.

* The Blue camels are that of the colour that is a mixture between
white and black together. Blue camels are considered the less common
ones in the Arab peninsula. A Complete herd of blue camels is rare be-
sides that many Bedouins see an evil omen in blue camels.
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Camels of Race and Riding

The camels of riding and race which are the wellborn ones must be
distinguished by a specific biological construction that differentiates
them from other camels. The most prominent features that distinguish
this kind of camels are the length of the neck, the wideness of the chest,
the dilatation between the hands, the length of the withers, the length of
the legs, the thinness of the skin, the littleness of the hair, the brawn of
the hands, and the brawn of the thighs.

Taming

Taming and preparing of camels start at an early age about the forth
year. Taming process may continue for two continued months. The
noseband is the first stage in taming in order to subdue the camel and
make it yielded and appeased. After that, it is trained at nowakh which
means sitting and getting up of the camel at the order of the shepherd.
Then, (Shedad) the saddle is tied to it in order to pave the way for the
shepherd's riding later on. Also, a long piece of cloth is put on the two
sides of the saddle to make the camel is used to compliance for riding.

The shepherd starts riding and trains the camel on different kinds of
walking such as light-foot walking and trot walking. At the end, he
trains it of galloping. She-camels of the wellborn are the faster and the
luckier to win in the racetrack besides they surpass the male camels.
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The Diseases of Camels and the Shepheri's Therapy

Camels suffer from a wide variety of diseases. Some are known and
recurrent while others are rare. Treatment of the rarer diseases is un-
known to the Bedouin.

Over the centuries trail and error have guided the Bedouins in their treat-
ment of various diseases that attack camels, even such methods as cauteriza-
tion. Their ingenuity has however been tested with several diseases.

Camels are exposed to a number of diseases which can be fatal. Some
of these effect the central nervous system, known to the Bedouin as
?Teeyar?. Other equally fatal diseases such as ?Al-Houwiham? and Al
Sullak?, (known as pseudo-tuberculosis to veterinary surgeons), are the
most feared. These are the killer diseases.

The pitiful remains of camel skeletons bear testimony to the extent of
the problem. The bleached bones are a silent appeal to veterinarians to
continue their search for cures.

Scabies:

Is the most common disease among camels. It is a skin disease that in-
fects she-camel in the thin skin areas such as throat area. Then, it will
spread if it is not treated.

Scabies is a disease of quick infection and prevailing among camels.
Long ago, it was treated with tar, while modern therapy that uses medi-
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The same thing with Al Nohaz disease which is a disease that infects
the lung of the she-camel therefore it leads to a strong cough.

Thrush disease is an intestinal disease that infects the young camels. It
makes them leaning and suffering from diarrhea till they perish. People
of camels suffer of this fatal disease or epidemic that kills from five to
six camels in the herd every year. Old and modern methods of therapy do
nothing in curing any of these epidemic cases.

Favus disease:
Is a skin disease that makes harsh round spots because of mycosis.

This disease is increased at cold, dryness, and malnutrition.

Diseases of the Nervous System:

Central nervous system diseases are of the common diseases of cam-
els. Cure cases are incurable either by traditional therapy or veterinary
medicine. Symptoms of this disease are diagnosed in temperature rising
and abstaining from food and water and in some cases there are agitation
and isolation from the herd.

Some cases of this disease infect the she-camel with palsy that leads
to standing up, stiffen of the neck and tremor in the front and back limbs.
Bedouins call this kind of disease the bird disease. They think that this
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disease infects the she-camel without noticing any signs. They treat it
through bleeding a vein under the left eye to pour out a lot of blood then
it is cauterized. '

The environment

(The environment Poor soil, weak vegetation and the lack of wind-
breaks are destroying the traditional camel pastures. This process has ac-
celerated in pace over recent years and is known as desertification).

The change in global climatic conditions, coupled with de-forestation
has played a major role in accelerating the onward surge of deserts. Pre-
vailing north-westerly winds are transforming enormous tracts of the
Arabian peninsula into dumping grounds for sand, speeding the spread of
sand dunes.

The relentless encroachment of the desert has given birth to gigantic
chains of crescent shaped sand dunes. These are a cause of grave concern
among the peoples of the Arabian Peninsula.

Scarcity of rainfall and elongated dry seasons cause the quality of veg-
etation to deteriorate. Once hardy desert plants have disappeared. Gone
are the Remth, Arfije, Alanda, and Thumaam.

(These and other hardy plants have played an important role in pro-
tecting an earth shell just a few centimeters thick. Their root systems
bind the soil together, preventing an accumulation of surface send).
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A conundrum therefore is posed:Is the deterioration of desert cover
the cause or the result of desertification?

The desert’s complex ecological balance is held together by fragile
threads. Over the years it has supported extensive grazing without perma-
nent damage. It is thus a renewable resource. By moving their herds from
one location to another, the nomadic life pursued by the Bedouin permits
desert vegetation to recover what is lost through grazing. The following
season his herds will return to the same grazing spots to renewed and
flourishing vegetation. Thus man, his herds and nature coexist in perfect
balance.

Desertification has been brought about by man’s destructive interfer-
ence with the environment. In his never ending search for technological
advancement, man has totally disregarded his environment. He has failed
to recognize the destruction he wreaks in his pursuit of modern civiliza-
tion. “Progress” is the name by which he justifies the depletion of natural
resources and one of the greatest causes of imbalances in his natural en-
vironment. It is saddening to note that progress encourages desertifica-
tion.

After having exploited State leased areas, the developer should in
principle, back-fill and return the land to its original condition. In prac-
tice things are very different. The scars of land exploitation can be seen
everywhere, resembling deep wounds and tumors in the body of the
desert.
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After many years of widespread destruction, the soil has solidified and
it has become increasingly difficult for seeds to germinate. A combina-
tion of harsh climatic conditions and the mindless exploitation of man
has further weakened this fragile desert environment.

Litter and solid waste constitute major environmental hazards, when
dumped irresponsibly by picnicker and dumper alike. Yet deforestation
also continues unabated, despite the availability of alternative forms of
energy.

Beyond the horizon of its shimmering sands and mirages the desert
has another aspect to offer, that of gardens resplendent with shrubs, trees
and flowers. These are the products of its natural beauty and magic.

The whole world has expressed deep concern over the environment.
In its re-discovery let us safeguard and cherish it so that it will always
provide that haven of peace and tranquility, so necessary to the spirit of
man.

Herder’s dreams have always been filled with images of spring and
the rains. These icons are the herders sustaining force through relentless
days of searing heat and blinding skies. These are the pictures with which
they reward themselves when confronting and overcoming the harshness
of life in the desert. They have triumphed over the worst predicaments, in
the most severe conditions and wandered the desert,. In the hoof tracks of
camels.
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The desert of the Empty Quarter is the land of emptiness and the thea-
tre of ambiguity. Scientists can not come to the way of its originating and
forming. It calls many travelers and explorers to go into its field and
probe it, but they come with a little bit of its mysteries. Civilizations and
countries had arisen in this desert that their facts were hidden by the sands
and their features were covered up by the wind.

Empty Quarter desert brings out the greatest role of wind in form-
ing and changing the geography of the area because this desert is con-
sidered to be made by wind. The fine sands that are carried and
thrown out by wind form the biggest sandy desert on earth.

This wind continues to blow day and night forming the characteris-
tics and the identity of this desert in which the only thing that you see
is the sand hills and the only thing that you hear in its surroundings of
absolute quietness is the whistle of wind that plays an eternal tune in
the sea of sands.

After planning and many preparations our journey has started to
pass through this desert. It is a journey of a risky nature because this
desert that has no end to the sands from its four directions is empty of
water which warns its wayfarers of death and doom.
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White sand hills form a large area of the northern part of the Empty
Quarter desert. These hills are considered of low height prostrated
horizontally, connected with each other, and nothing of beds and
swamps lie between them. These white sand hills compose the first
picture of the shapes of the sand hills in the desert of Empty Quarter
in addition to considering it one of the most places of fine sands. Ver-
tical cut through has saved a lot of time and efforts where each vehi-
cle moves in the wake of the other and if the first car meets difficul-
ties it makes a sign for the other cars to stop and search for another
way.

The legend of moving sands that swallow man dominates the minds
of many of us. May be narrative cinema creates this legend through
some scenes that portray the sandy deserts. The fact seems to be far
away in narrative image and the truth does not emerge except by the
documentary image that touches the reality and reflects its natural im-
age. Guides who experience this desert refer that there are sand resourc-
es in which leg could sink to the middle but they do not swallow any-
body.

Satellites images show huge areas of white sand hills in the north-
ern and central regions of this desert. This kind of sand hills covers
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about 65% of the area of Empty Quarter. Also, the satellite image dis-
plays that the direction of sand hills is towards north in accordance
with the prevailing western northern wind.

This desert is considered poor and most desertification than other
kinds of deserts. It is the playfield of wind and there is nothing in it
but special kinds of perennial plants. The most common of these
plants that is connected to sandy deserts is Artemisia tree or what is
sometimes known as (Al Obel). This tree is distinguished with its re-
sistant of drought and its ability to adapt to the climate of desert.

The larger part of Empty Quarter desert is located in the south of the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The sands of Empty Quarter occupy the basin
that expands from Yemen's mountains in the west to Oman's mountains
in the east while the eastern regions expand to reach United Arab Emi-
rates. Its expansion reaches Jubil city in the north. The length of this
desert is about 2200 k and its width is about 640 k. it covers 630000
square kilometer and it is the largest sand extension in the world.

Wind is the most prominent feature of Empty Quarter desert cli-
mate and it does not calm down here and these fine sands drift with
the air stream. The northern western prevailing wind blows all the
times. It is the most blowing wind in the largest sandy desert. It blows
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at daylight and continues for many hours raising dust
and carrying soil. Generally, there is an accurate al-
ternation between the winds. When the northern
western wind calms down in the evening the eastern
southern wind, which usually blows at evening starts
to blow again. Bedouins call this kind of wind (Al
Nakbaa) calamitous.

Sands percolate to our throats, sights and hearing changing the
landmarks of the place around us. It accumulates on the hills about
70cm of sand in few hours and the vehicles waver because of the
strong blowing of wind under their tires.

Whenever we go towards the south the height of sand hills increas-
es and the entrances and exits among sands become narrower. We are
now in the eastern southern region of Empty Quarter. Here, there are
huge and crossing veins, which are figures of long sand hills and se-
ries of sand hills of high tops and very sloped surfaces in the face of
wind which are separated from each other by wide sandy bottoms.
These crossing veins represent the biggest of what is calculated in re-
search about sands seas in the world. The highest height that is regis-
tered of the tops of these veins is 300 meter above the sea level.
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Wildlife in the Empty Quarter, as is the case in all the other deserts,
is poor. There are some types of sand reptiles, some migratory birds
which visit the area during the winter season such as the bustards and
foxes such as the shy desert fox which is found in abundance. As for
the gazelles, they are found only in the reserved areas.

Rabbits are the most adapted creatures in this desert, where they live
in their preferred Al Haz trees on which they depend for their living
and at the same time these trees provide water for the rabbits and all
other desert?s animals as they suck dew from plants in the early momn-
ing. During the day rabbits remain dormant at the entrance of their
holes. The rabbits are nocturnal creatures, in the first place. They
spend the whole night active and search for their food while they re-
main cautious, watching for their enemies during the day.

The rabbit is the most important game in the Empty Quarter desert.
Most of the desert Bedouins hunt rabbits by following their footprints.
The sandy nature of this desert make the footprint of all creatures look
very clear. The desert characteristics provided the desert dwellers with
great skills in tracking animals of all types which live in the desert.
The animals? tracks, despite the fact that it clear in the desert, it does
not stay for long. The winds that blow from time to time will erase
footprints from the surface of the sands.
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The wildlife of Empty Quarter desert is ' o
as poor as other kinds of desert. There are %5J
species of sandy reptiles, some emigrant
birds in winter like bustard and species of %
foxes such as the shy sandy fox that is still §

plentifully found at the swamps of Empty
Quarter, while deer is not seen except in protected areas (reserves).

The saluki dog or greyhound is the most important hunting dog.
It is not a watch dog, because of its slender body and long hind legs
and slender stomach and strong jaws. It also has sharp sight and
hearing. It is also very obedient, friendly, can be easily trained and
furthermore it is faithful to its master.

The slender physique or body and long hind legs helped the grey-
hound to be a very fast and skilled in chasing its games. It is speed
is about 65km per hour and can run for about 3 miles.

The hawk is also one of the main players in the hunting world used
by the desert Bedouins. The hawk comes second to the saluki. Some
Bedouins keep hawks during the winter season for hunting some of
the migratory birds such as the bustard and curlews, which sometimes
come the Empty Quarter desert at rare times and in few numbers.

ul

O




g Sualy Y maduad (Ul JShy daall ol yraall 00 Gl Guslay
ok Uols)) ulil ,5ST g ... dag g1, 401 colByl o Y] ujles Y Aol
8 (aS2 GRsa] Slasl oS (Lgilad e dolasdl e Ly 03815 2,91
Sl S B8y @aguansd ol pmaall s )Y suall cles (e B 43
Jglas I gyl slpmin B ahas seaall O e el e BT ss 8
colas Aialing ol yla¥ly Losgacalt dus yall ALkl o Jtapl poey slsial

Ralice i iali¥ly spamall g ol Lglign of pomcall sita cdiie 421
g5l JS Lo cuinae wnsliitly SUBISH Jiliad (e Gaasy sl (pa Julll e
e Loyl Leade s L (580 Lelal uniall 7L Leule gl @1y 2L
00 Of M) s SV IS8 BT a Lgdloly b aie3 Le rleama Y1
Louay bl lon 5B 1 ppacall oo ol il Blusml 157 otual 225 Jla
o Latia 3les o G2l slaadl &l o) @ pade Libe [yunyuo
0 geaiiy Loyl rualy s ymioll 008 p gt e les ¥y 30
Y ST -2

The Bedouins practice hunting in a very rational man-
ner. They hunt only within their actual need. And the
hunt only at spare time. They are connected with the
land more than any other people and therefore are very
keen in preserving the nature of their lands. But the real
threat comes from some the hunting groups who invade
the desert during certain seasons. Some of them hunt in animal in
excess of their needs and hunt rabbits in an aggressive manner, de-
spite the fact that hunting in the Empty Quarter Desert was forbid-
den by law all along the sand bed between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirate and the Sultanate of Oman.

This desert could maintain its identity across the centuries. It has
been closed except for some few Bedouins, some types of fauna and
flora. It witnessed all types of winds except the winds of change.
Its inhabitants watch every footprint on its surface, but they are ig-
norant of what monuments it hides inside. All indications shows
that these sands hide the greatest monuments of human life history
through out the ages. Allah has sent the strong vicious gale of (Sar-
sar) which destroyed the peerless (Erama of the Great Pillars) and no
one knows when will this desert tell its secrets.
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