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:Dante refers to the phoenix in Inferno Canto XXIV
In the original Italian
Cosi per [i gran savi si confessa
,che la fenice more e poi rinasce
;quando al cinquecentesimo anno appressa
,erbané biado in sua vita non pasce
,ma sol d’incenso lagrime e d"amomo

.e nardo e mirra son ["ultime fasce
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: In English translation
Even thus by the great sages <tis confessed
,The phoenix dies, and then is born again
;When it approaches its frve-hundredth year
,On herb or grain it feeds not in its life

,But only on tears of incense and amomum

And nard and myrrh are its last winding-sheet
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In the play Henry VIII by William Shakespeare and
John Fletcher, the King says in Act V Scene v, in flat-
tering reference to his young daughter Elizabeth (who

:(was to become Queen Elizabeth I
Nor shall this peace sleep with her; but as when
,The bird of wonder dies, the maiden phoenix
Her ashes new create another heir
;As great in admiration as herself
,So shall she leave her blessedness to one
, When heaven shall call her from this cloud of darkness
Who from the sacred ashes of her honour
,Shall star-like rise as great in fame as she was

And so stand fued
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