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consequences to the Arab World are not necessarily similar in all
these countries. The geopolitical factors for each of these
movements as well as each country’s social and economic
features and regional, international significance are essential in
this regard.

Major scenarios here are considered as follows:

e escalation of the conflict between these movements and
rival and affected parties

e reaching political settlements

e persistence of the status quo, in terms of political and
public division

The following main recommendations are made:

1. Islamists should send messages of reassurance in order to
pass the stage peacefully and successfully; alleviate internal
and pan-Arab disputes; and accomplish the targets of
uprisings and reform movements.

2. They should emphasize their commitment to a civil state
with an Islamic reference, which is totally different from a
theocratic state in its scientific sense, pledging to maintain
the nation as the source of power whose circulation takes
place through balloting.

3. Islamists should present their thoughts and programs within
a consistent discourse in internal and external terms, so that
citizens could deal with their propositions freely without
feeling any kind of compulsion.

4. All Arab political powers (Islamists, Arab-nationalists,
leftists, etc.) should resort to deep dialogue away from
media.

The Arab states which fear revolts should realize that political
Islam movements represent an integral of the Arab World.
Dealing with them in security rather than political terms
jeopardizes societal peace.
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international concerns due to their possible medium- and long-
run consequences, mainly in terms of better democracy, public
participation, political independence and comprehensive
development as well as political Islam movements’ access to
power, whether by themselves or with partners.

In spite of the nature of ideological alignment in some Arab
countries with respect to politics, the ACT believes that the
current crisis is merely centered on authority and ruling, even if
ideology is employed by relevant parties. The ACT also asserts
that it is basically a shift towards democracy after 6 decades of
that kind of independence void of genuine societal, democratic
dialogue.

It was natural for political Islam movements assuming power
in the aftermath of uprisings in Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco to
encounter problems. That is basically attributed to their attempt
to go into new areas of public affairs — like ruling — from which
they had been excluded with other opposition parties during
previous dictatorships. In fact, the miserable political, social and
economic conditions inherited from those regimes and the high
expectations by citizens after the revolts added to their dilemma.
Furthermore, due to the absence of the theory of national
partnership for different political parties, political Islam
movements — despite their massive public support in ballot boxes
— did not manage to cooperate with such parties. Therefore, they
had to bear the responsibility of the interim stage by themselves.

As they have such a heavy presence in the Arab World, these
movements have become central to the success of the Arab
Spring and Democratic shift. Thus, if they are faced by any
crisis, it will positively or negatively affect the reality of the Arab
Spring.

In light of the current political and social developments, the
possibilities of the political Islam movements’ crisis and its
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In spite of the difficult situation of the ruling AKP party, the
results have more significant signs than its victory in major
municipal elections. One of these is the rise of votes for the AKP
in contrast with the 2009 elections by 5 million, increasing its
share of local councils from 45 to 49. Another outcome is its
more widespread winning throughout the country, including 6
councils which consist of 79 municipalities. That is
unprecedented in Turkish elections and confirms AKP’s
overcoming of other parties in their traditional strongholds as
well as its domination in areas out of their influence.

Serious Challenges to Political Islam Movements in the
Arab World

Arab Crises Team

Since early 2011, the Arab World has witnessed a series of
political shifts ranging between uprisings and reform movements.
Revolts broke out first in Tunisia and Egypt, and then in Libya,
Yemen and Syria, whereas reform activities took place in Jordan,
Morocco and lIrag. After that, more than one country saw an
interim stage, which was featured by several political, social and
economic crises extending to security and military fields. Such
turbulence was attributed by some to the revolts and reform
movements per se and, later, to the political powers which led the
scene. Some historians, sociologists and economists believe that
they represent a product of structural state- and society-level
problems which the Arab regimes failed to solve over the past 60
years. The accumulation of these miserable conditions could only
be uncovered by the activists in both tracks.

As an atmosphere of change and fighting of corruption,
injustice and dictatorship, the political Islam movements were
not the only players in the Arab Spring. They constituted part of
a broader national leadership inclusive of all public parties.
However, the activities were accompanied by regional and
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Economic impact of inflation in Jordan and its reflections
on the Jordanian citizen

Ahmad Siam

This study aims at identifying the impact of economic
inflation in Jordan and its effects on the Jordanian citizen via
standing on what inflation phenomenon haunt and even threaten
the social balance and interdependence of community, even
become a living citizen and food security - the red line -
uncovered to large extent.

Because a state of uncertainty prevails in the visions of the
future, though language of figures seems easy, its illustration is
difficult, and interpretation and analysis are more difficult, and
therefore the researcher used the books, references, previous
studies as well as reports of the Department of Statistics of
Jordan.

It has been shown that the phenomenon of inflation -
including the mean higher prices and the lower purchasing power
- has effects and clear implications on the size of savings and
demand deposits, and stagger the investment process, and the
spread of the behavior of dangerous social undesirable, in
addition to dumping the citizen in debts and borrowing, and that
the vast majority of citizens are under the absolute poverty line,
which is eight hundreds and fourteen Jordanian Dinars.

A Reading of Turkish 2014 Municipal Elections
Mohammad Abed

The latest local elections in Turkey represented a key
challenge to the various parties and movements. According to
national media, they were of the most heated and polarizing
political races, though only concerned municipalities.
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IS a meeting point of different worlds. It is not purely African nor
Arab; not purely Muslim nor Christian: but a mixture of all.

In spite of the availability of economic resources, basically
oil, the besieged location makes it dependent on its ties with the
neighbours, resulting in incomplete state institutions. On the
other hand, it has been too difficult to build a unified army due to
the ethnic issue in its racial, tribal, religious and linguistic
aspects.

It is necessary to remark that the more homogenous the
population of a country, the more stable the internal situation is
likely to be - which directly contributes to its political
significance. This is not found in South Sudan. Multiple ethnicity
represents a major cause of political problems and prevents the
government from performing its functions unless it can reconcile
those groups as well as meet their demands of participation in
authority. In fact, such differences, having started in 2013, are
hard to control, threatening the very existence of the state. It may
have negative influence on both the disputing parties on the
national level and then on the regional level.

The present report sheds light on those changes in the
fledgling state. The analysis draws attention to its historical,
political, economic, racial and religious connections with
Uganda, Kenya and Ethiopia — the natural allies — in addition to
Egypt. On the other hand, Central Africa and Congo are the least
close neighbours in terms of influencing and being influence by
Juba, due to their economic impotence and real internal
problems.
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negotiation settlements is paid little attention, especially when
the initiatives launched are unreliable. Another aspect of the
Issue is the government policies adopted in light of the struggle.
They represent an extension of the political dispute beginning
with the presidential elections of 2012. That race uncovered the
fragility of that order taking shape during political escalations,
both in terms of weak internal structures and dependence on
foreign factors. In sum, without easing the tension and having a
clear track for dialogue and comprehensive national
reconciliation, going into the presidency phase would raise the
levels of political and economic risks.

Shift in South Sudan and Its Impact on Regional Stability
Anwar Sayed Kamel

The State of South Sudan shares political borders with 6
African countries, namely: Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan,
Central Africa and Congo. This may constitute a weakness in the
composition of the state, as the large number of neighbours is
considered a strategic and security flaw. There would be higher
expectations of problems between such neighbours as well as
aspirations of the powerful countries in the sites and wealth of
the weak ones. Furthermore, the ideologies spread in those close
states and the length of boundaries could raise different disputes.
In other words, neighbours are affected by each other’s
potentials, population, standards of living, sites and balance of
power or weakness, influencing the mutual political behaviour.

Since its establishment, South Sudan suffers from various
fundamental problems. The first is the lack of the basic
foundations of a state. The second is that the borders have not
been finally demarcated. The third is related to the disputes over
the three areas of Abyei, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.
However, the fourth, multiple ethnicities, could be the most
serious as it threatens the very existence of the state. The country
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Strateqic Analysis

Cultural Background of US-Iranian Rapprochement
Rasheed Yalouh

Cultural Background of US-Iranian Rapprochement

The recent US-Iranian Rapprochement constitutes an attempt
towards a realistic approach of international relations. On the one
hand, Tehran would guarantee avoiding an economic collapse as
well as putting an end to its international isolation. On the other
hand, it would save Washington high costs of a military
confrontation with Tehran. However, such calculations may not
be sufficient without reviving the cultural dimension dating back
to over a century, when each party had a good impression of the
other. Accordingly, the cultural potentials between the two
countries are likely to enhance the chances for future political
harmony.

To prove the hypothesis, the present analysis reviews the
major historical incidents in their cultural relations, in addition to
a number of cultural tracks they employ to maintain the
minimum of such common interests.

The conclusions at the end of the study confirm the above
hypothesis

Reports And Articles

Egypt: Challenges to Political Stability after 2014 Amended
Constitution

Khyri Omar

Since July 3, Egypt has been seeing a transitional stage faced
by incessant challenges due to the lack of political horizons
comprising all players. The thought of political accord based on
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security for the Hebrew State and energy for the West. Secondly,
some regional powers intervene to abort the revolts in a bid to
protect their interests or royal thrones. Thirdly, deep national
institutions are allying with counter-revolutionary powers to
contain and inhibit those uprisings.

Rivalry on Middle East Regional Hegemony in Light of
Arab Spring (2011-2014)

Adnan Hayajneh

The present study represents a scientific analysis of the
Impact of the Arab Spring on the hegemony on the Middle East
region. The main question raised here is: To what extent are
internal and regional shifts in the Arab World influential on the
ME order? In other words, what is the impact of the change in
each state’s properties resulting from public and official
developments on the nature of the ME order? These would lead
to major question: What is the impact of the new ME order on
regional hegemony and then on the entire Arab World? How will
the new ME order facilitated by some Arabs affect the way
international powers deal with the strategic issues of the region?

The following topics are explored: factors of regional
balance and strategic map; pre-uprising regional balance; post-
uprising regional balance; elements of regional balance and
forthcoming regional hegemony; measuring new regional order
and analyzing the future foreign policies of the Arab states and
influential countries in the new ME order; and the future of the
strategic files in the ME in light of regional shifts.

It is concluded that the immature Arab Spring and its decline
the military force have negatively impacted the Arab role in the
ME order. In addition, the leading role of the region is limited to
Israel, Iran and Turkey, with rising expectations for Saudi Arabia
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Research & Studies

Arab Spring Uprisings’ Potential Impact on Middle East
Regimes

Abeer Al Gandour

The present study explores the future of the Middle East
regimes in the post-Arab Spring era, and whether it will change
the quality of those elites, who have been ruling since the
independence.

The study focuses on the interaction between the forces of
political change and those resisting it, describing the interim
stage of the Arab Spring states. The developments in the regimes
of the region are investigated by means of reviewing the possible
impact of the acting powers — the US, EU, Russia, China, India,
Brazil, Turkey and Qatar — in the new ME order, regardless of
these public uprisings’ success or failure.

It is found that those changes will not be limited to the
democratic shift in each country. The major international players
will be so interested in participating in composing the regimes
currently taking shape. On the other hand, the relations between
the forces of the region are likely to be influenced by the output
of the uprisings in other Arab countries, the ending of the Syrian
crisis and the possible unrest in Arab royalties. The repercussions
of the uprisings will affect not only neighbouring Arab countries,
but also the balance of power for several states in the region,
such as Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

It is the forces calling for change in the Arab Spring
countries which would determine the destiny of those uprisings,
which are currently encountering resistance due to various
factors. Firstly, some international powers concerned about Israel
are pressing to re-form the ME order in a way that guarantees
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Editorial

Crisis-Making Threatens Arab Security and Stability
Editor in Chief

The Arab World is suffering from escalating crises at diverse
levels and in various directions. In spite of the realistic
understanding of problems in the processes of stability and state
reconstruction in the Arab Spring countries, the intervention by
Arab and other foreign powers deepens and adds to the already
existing crises. A fierce internal war is waged against political
Islam, as the states’ security, military and financial capabilities
are mobilized in a fabricated conflict. The size and seriousness of
such attrition damage the Arab ability to face internal and
regional economic and security challenges, including Israeli and
Iranian policies.

Not only do those countries and powers limit themselves to
uncalculated risks, but also dispute with the Turkish government
for “sympathizing” with political Islam. They share an illusory
battle with the Hebrew State and some Western countries by
offering their financial, intelligence and journalistic potentials to
bring down PM Erdogan’s cabinet. They will not gain any
benefit, but will actually miss a possible strategic ally of the
same faith when countering any Israeli or Iranian aggressions. In
addition, such artificial crises may uncontrollably cross the
borders, aiming at making up problems without promoting
political solutions, which would create an environment
encouraging extremism and violence extending to other countries
in the region. However, the question — which is absent from their
minds — remains: Who can put an end to those crises?
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