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Translated into English: Taghrid Bou Merhi

Coffee

He woke up, kissed his wife, made her a cup of
coffee, lit a cigarette, closed his eyes and dreamed

of another woman.
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Traduzir al Italiano: Taghrid Bou Merhi

Era in terapia intensiva e io lo guardavo da dietro un
vetro isolante

lo guardo e lo contemplo e le mie lacrime cadono
Sono tornato indietro di trent'anni dai miei ricordi
con lui, quando ci siamo incontrati e ci siamo
sposati.

Ho visto il dottore, gli ho chiesto come sono le sue
condizioni¢

Mi disse: Quando riprendera conoscenza, la
memoria lo tradira. Dopo diversi giorni, riprese
conoscenza.

Se punta il dito verso di me, il dottore gli ha chiesto
chi sei¢

E lui ha risposto quella

(compagno di vita e di cammino)
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Translated by P. K. Brask
© Niels Hav
When I Go Blind

- Love makes blind

And every single day as the blind man
Shuffles along with his cane

Traffic comes to a complete stop

While God’s angels ascend and descend —

And the eye specialist closes his clinic.

Love makes blind, but sex is harmless:
there’s nothing wrong with my eyesight

I can see everything.

That’s why my love poems are such failures.

Eyes closed I whisper into the phone

And outside the train station the blind man stands.
A holy evangelist

Humming in the rain

— crippled by love.

The new lovers kiss each other’s fingertips

I do know that.
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Visit from My Father

My dead Father comes to visit

And sits down in his chair again, the one I got.
"Well, Niels!" He says.

He is brown and strong, his hair shines like black
lacquer.

Once he moved other people's gravestones around
using a steel rod and a wheelbarrow, I helped him.
Now he's moved his own

by himself. "How's it going"? He says.

I tell him all of it.

My plans, all the unsuccessful attempts.

On my bulletin board hang seventeen bills.
"Throw them away."

He says, they'll come back again!"

He laughs.

"For many years I was hard on myself."

He says, 'I lie awake mulling

To become a decent person.

That's important!"



| 29 | (SIL & 5231) oYl palsl e

I offer him a cigarette.

But he has stopped smoking now.

Outside the sun sets fire to the roofs and chimneys.
the garbagemen make noise and yell to each other
On the street. My father gets up.

Goes to the window and looks down at them.

"They are busy", he says, "that's good.

Do something"!
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Hunting Lizards in the Dark

During the killings unaware

We walked along the lakes.

You spoke of Szymanowski.

I studied a rook

Picking at dog shit.

Each of us caught up in ourselves
Surrounded by a shell of ignorance

That protects our prejudices.

The holists believe that a butterfly in the Himalayas
With the flap of a wing can influence the climate

In Antarctica. It may be true.

But where the tanks roll in

And flesh and blood drip from the trees

That is no comfort.

Searching for truth is like hunting lizards

In the dark. The grapes are from South Africa.
The rice from Pakistan, the dates grown in Iran.
We support the idea of open borders

For fruit and vegetables:.

But we twist and turn

The ass is at the back.



The dead are buried deep inside the newspaper:.
So that we, unaffected, can sit on a bench

On the outskirts of paradise

And dream of butterflies.
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Women of Copenhagen

I have once again fallen in love

this time with five different women during a ride

on the number 40 bus from Njalsgade to Osterbro.
How is one to gain control of one’s life under such
conditions¢

One wore a fur coat, another red wellingtons.

One of them was reading a newspaper, the other
Heidegger

——and the streets were flooded with rain.

At Amager Boulevard a drenched princess entered.
Euphoric and furious, and I fell for her utterly.

But she jumped off at the police station

And was replaced by two sirens with flaming
kerchiefs:.

Who spoke shrilly with each other in Pakistani

All the way to the Municipal Hospital, while the bus
boiled

In poetry. They were sisters and equally beautiful.

So I lost my heart to both of them and immediately
planned
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A new life in a village near Rawalpindi

Where children grow up in the scent of hibiscus
While their desperate mothers sing heartbreaking
songs

As dusk settles over the Pakistani plains.

But they didn’t see me!

And the one wearing a fur coat cried beneath

Her glove when she got off at Farimagsgade.

The girl reading Heidegger suddenly shut her book
And looked directly at me with a scornfully smile.
As if she’d suddenly caught a glimpse of Mr. Nobody
in his very own insignificance.

And that’s how my heart broke for the fifth time.
when she got up and left the bus with all the others.
Life is so brutal!

I continued for two more stops before giving up.

It always ends like that: You stand alone

On the kerb, sucking on a cigarette.

wound up and mildly unhappy.
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A stranger I am, just like the water feels when the stream
invades the spring,

When it moves away to the unknown and by the wind it
is thrown.

irrigating plants and reciting songs with eyes full of silent

tears of longing.
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