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Abstract

The human need to conceal his privacy from other people prompted the
various means and methods that enable him to reach his goal, and serious thinking
began to devise means of protection for his books and correspondence, which led
him to reach the various types of means in which the use of vague signals or
resorting to the method of correspondence with expressions that are not understood
except to the sender and the addressee that does not raise suspicion if it falls in the
hands of other people.

The science of cryptography is one of the sciences that Arabs have credited
with inventing it since ancient times, and they were keen to develop it, especially
after the establishment of the Arab Islamic state. This is motivated them by
increasing need for this type of correspondence for political and military reasons.
Thus, the science of cryptography developed in the same way as other sciences, its
methods developed, especially with regard to foreign state correspondence, and
from the Arabs, this science moved to other nations who have completed its
development as we see at the present time we see at the present time.

Al-Qalgashandi, who died in (821/1418), is considered one of the historians

who was interested in the science of cryptography and worked on reviewing
previous literature on this science and he came from it and devoted a whole article
to this science in his book Subh al-Aisha in the construction industry and clarified
in it the intention, purpose and benefit of encryption and showed the methods of
transmitting encrypted means that are either verbal or written, this in turn varied
the diversity of the script used in writing messages. He also explained the methods
of translating and deciphering encrypted means, in contradiction to their methods,
in a manner that is clear, simple and smooth.
In addition to that, he provided a detailed explanation of the conditions that must
be met to decode the encrypted texts by knowing the language in which they were
written and returning each symbol to the letter that indicates it as he showed which
letters are more common and used than others. The conditions that must be met in
the coding writer, the most important of which are intelligence, knowledge of
languages, and other lines, especially the old ones, strength of intuition, cleverness,
and finally, intensity of observation.

His article also included many encrypted texts attached with a detailed
explanation of how to solve them, as well as presenting a number of encrypted
messages that carried a meaning other than the apparent meaning of them. The time
of their organization goes back to the Mamluk era and this type of system was
resorted to by custom in times when the political situation is disturbed and the road
security absent.
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