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UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, NATIONAL HUMAN

RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS: A HANDBOOK ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND

STRENGTHENING OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION

AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, Professional Training Series No. 4

at 4--6, UNN. DOC. HR/P/PT/4, U.N. Sales No. E.95.XIV.2 (1995)

Human Rights Council, Twenty-seventh session, Agenda items 2 and 8, Annual (\ \)
report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and
reports of the Office of the High Commissioner and the Secretary-General,
Follow-up to and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme

of Action, General Assembly, 30 June 2014.

Council of Europe, Committee of Ministers, Recommendation on the Establishment (1Y)
of Independent National Human Rights Institutions, Recommendation No. R(97)

14 para. a (1997) (stating that the Committee of Ministers recommends that member

state governments: “consider, taking account of the specific requirements of each
member State, the possibility of establishing effective national human rights
institutions, in particular human rights commissions which are pluralist in their
membership, ombudsmen or comparable institutions.”).

OAS General Assembly, Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders (1Y)
of the Population, HumanRights Attorneys, and HumanRights Commissioners
(Ombudsmen) in the Context of Strengthening Democracy in the Hemisphere, OAS
AG/RES 1601, XXVIII-O/98 (1998). Also, in a 1996 paper, the OAS Secretary-
General made proposals for reform of the Inter-American humanrights system,
including the possibility of the OAS “‘developing a new, functional-institutional
linkage between the humanrights protection mechanism and the fiscalias, defensorias

del pueblo and/or ombudsman offices in the Hemisphere.” César Gaviria, Toward a

New Vision of the Inter-American HumanRights System, abbreviated version of the
original text reprinted in 4 J. LAT. AM. AFF. 4, 18 (1996).
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NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS: A HANDBOOK, supra (YV)
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E.g., Australian National Commission for Human Rights and Equal Opportunity  (14)
(1986), some state-level equal opportunity commissions; Canadian Human Rights
Commission (1977), provincial-level human rights commissions and councils
starting with Ontario (1961); New Zealand Human Rights Commission (1971);
United Kingdom Commission for Racial Equality (1976), Equal Opportunities
Commission (1975), Northern Ireland Equal Opportunity Commission and Fair
Employment Commission, Bermuda Human Rights Commission (1982); Camer-
oon National Commission for Human Rights and Freedoms (1992); India’s
National Commission for Human Rights (1993), and some state-level commis-
sions; South Africa’s Human Rights Commission (1995), Commission for Gender
Equality (1997), and Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Cultural,
Religious and Linguistic Communities; Malawi Human Rights Commission
(1996); Uganda Human Rights Commission (1996); Sri Lanka Human Rights
Commission (1996); Nigeria Human Rights Commission (1996); Zambia Human
Rights Commission. See, e.g., John Hucker, Antidiscrimination Laws in Canada:
Human Rights Commissions and the Search for Equality, 19 HUM. RTS. Q. 547
(1997); Mario Gomez, Sri Lanka’s New Human Rights Commission, 20 HUM.
RTS. Q. 281 (1998). Malaysia passed legislation in 1999 to establish a human
rights commission. See Amnesty International, Malaysia Under International
Scrutiny 29 Commentary: International Movement for a Just World (1999).

wely oludY) Goiad Llall Salll J<as olan VoA alad (V2 €) a8, @olosl 30 (V)
YNY alad (V1) 4B, 30 e Ll

U.N. High Commissioner for HumanRights, Fact Sheet No. 19, National (V)

Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of HumanRights 6 (1993) (visited

Apr. 23, 2014) http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactShee-

t19en.pdf >.
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Paris Principles, supra note (64), Annex (Competence and responsibilities); Roy

Gregory, Building an Ombudsman Scheme: Provisions and Operating Practices,
12 OMBUDSMAN J. 83 (1994), at 37-38.
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In Sweden...”ombudsman” or “ombudsperson.” ... It is precisely their capacity to  (V4)
contribute substantially to the realization of individual humanrights which makes
independent institutions so significant.” Mary Robinson, HumanRights: Challenges

for the 21st Century, First Annual Dag Hammarskj?ld Lecture (Oct. 1, 1998).

Although many countries have maintained the name “ombudsman,” other (A-)
countries have used different titles that are expressive of the duties of the
institution, such as Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration (United
Kingdom, Sri Lanka), Public Protector (South Africa), Protecteur du Citoyen
(Protector of the Citizen, Quebec, Canada), Volksanwaltschaft (People’s
Advocate, Austria), and DifensoreCivico (Civic Defender, Italian regions and
provinces).Linda C., supra note (32) at 9.

See UIf Lundvik, Sweden, in 2 INTERNATIONAL HANDBOOK OF THE (AV)
OMBUDSMAN 179, 179 (Gerald E. Caiden ed. 1983) [hereinafter INT’L
HANDBOOK]; Walter Gellhorn,. Even earlier, in 1713, the Swedish monarch
appointed an official, the Chancellor of Justice, to inspect the activities of the
administration. In 1766, the Swedish parliament began electing the Chancellor

of Justice for a period of time. The Justiticombudsman, established in the
Constitution of 1809, was appointed by the legislative branch to monitor public
administration and the courts, and report to the legislature.

Linda C., supra note (32) at 9. (AY)
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- Abdallah Ben Hammou: L’Algérie et les Mécanismes inter-
nationaux des Protection des Droits de L’Homme. Revu, fa-
culte’ des Droit. N31, 2003.

- AHMED BOUNEFOUR, Consultants enjeux et regles des
relation entreprises consultants, DUNOD; Aubin imprimeur.
juillet, 1992.

- Durkheim, Lecon de Sociologie - Physique de Meure et du
Droit, Paris 1975.

- John Hucker, Antidiscrimination Laws in Canada: Human
Rights Commissions and the Search for Equality, 19 HUM.
RTS. Q. 547 (1997); Mario Gomez, Sri Lanka’s New Hu-
man Rights Commission, 20 HUM. RTS. Q. 281 (1998).

- Linda C. Reif, BUILDING DEMOCRATIC INSTITU-
TIONS: THE ROLE OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
INSTITUTIONS IN GOOD GOVERNANCE AND HU-
MAN RIGHTS PROTECTION, 13 Harv. Hum. Rts. J.
1,(Spring, 2000).

- Ulf Lundvik, Sweden, in 2 INTERNATIONAL HAND-
BOOK OF THE OMBUDSMAN 179, 179 (Gerald E. Cai-
den ed. 1983)

- Walter Gellhorn, The Swedish Justitieombudsman, 75
YALE L.J. 1 (1965).
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- UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS,
NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS: A
HANDBOOK ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
STRENGTHENING OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
FOR THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HU-
MAN RIGHTS, Professional Training Series No. 4 at 10,
U.N. DOC. HR/P/PT/4, U.N. Sales No. E.95.XIV.2 (1995).

- Council of Europe, Committee of Ministers, Recommenda-
tion on the Establishment of Independent National Human

Rights Institutions, Recommendation No. R(97).

- OAS General Assembly, Support for the Work of Defenders
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